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Lord, now hetteſt thou thy Servant | 
depart in Peace, according to thy* 
Word, For mine Eyes have ſeen 
thy Satvation, Luke 2. 29, 30. 
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/ Rom theſe Words I ſhall treat ( through God's 
Aſſitance, and according to the Knowledse given 
me, O continue thy loving kindneſs to them that 
know thee : and thy Righteouſneſs to the upright in 

eart) of our contentment and willingneſs to Die, or 

; Mepart from off this Earth. 

| hy, Is there any need to perſwade or exhort People 
0 a Willingneſs and Defire to ſurrender back their Spi- 
'Fits unto the God who gave them ? This ſeems to be but 
rhat is Natural and Reaſonable : Yet ill there is 2 
elutancy and backwardneſfs in _our Spirits to Qo this ; 

| Þccauſe the Spirit is conſcious of having offended God, 
'Bnd 1s. afraid to meet with him Angry, or as 4 God that 

— | Biketh Vengeance. And therefore arti this ſame God 1s 

 Serfeftly Reconciled unto, and at Peace with her, and 

e is ſenſible and affured thereof, the Soul muſt needs 

affraid and backward to come and appear before 


hum. 
' A diverſity is to be obſerved, when 1t 1s written, /n's 
| ine hand 1 commit my Spirit : Thou haſt redeemed me 0 
, 
| 


ord God of Truch. The Pfalmift doth not here fay, 
pu haſt Created me O 'Lord God of Truth. Though 
deed this 1s true, yet that 1s nof a [together fo fatirying * 
Reaſon for him to willingly 'commit his Spirit inta 
od's Hand, as the — of his having ws = 


————_ PIE — 


him is. Becauſe that by Nature me are the Children of 
Wrath as well as others, and we are P = in Iniquity, and} 
in Sin doth our Mother conceive us. S t until this ſameF 
Sin and Iniquity (which 1s the Obje&t of God's Hatred, 
Diſpleafure and Pumiſhment,) be done away, and we 
are Redeemed from it (for by bis Redeeming us we are inſh 
2 Rate of Reconcilation again) as this is God's AC&Fal-$ 
ſo as well as of Creating us, we are not meet, and con 
{ſequently there cannot be a Willingneſs upon good 
and true Grounds, to give up our Spinits unto God, or to 
ſay with old Simeon in the Text, Lord, now letteft thoulp 
ihy Servant depart in Peace. : ; | 
Even this old Simeon, though he had already - hved 
long on this Earth, yet he would not have been ſo con 
tented and deſirous to have departed out of 1t, unleſs 
he was to depart in Peace. Not to depart generglly a 
moſt People do, 1n doubt, fear and trouble, but to « 
part in Peace. If we could have our choice, and it werdſhi 
10 in our power as to be Immortal here and never tae 
Die ; as ſor my part I ſhould deſire and pray unto God 
either to depart” in Peace or not to depart at all: For 
as it 4s {aid of the Son of Perdition, It would-have bee 
un for him if he had never been Born : ſo it may be 
ere afhrmed of thoſe who do not depart in, Peace, 1 
would be good for them not to depart, or not-to dyeat 
all, Not but that ſome may go oft diſturbedly, and y 
o oft ſafely. The Soul ma be ſometimes. 1n a 
Peace, and yet not be ſenſible thereof. Who. feareth thi 
Lord, and obeyeth the woice of bis Servant, and yet walketh i 
darkneſs, and have no light, 1{a. 50. 10. But when or 
hath true and aflured Grounds of Departing 1n, Peace 
as Simeon here had, there one may pray and 
God for him 'to let our Soul depart from the Body. 
What were thoſe true and affured Grounds which S 
en had of departing in Peace? They are contained 1 
the following Verſe, For mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation 
'From hence it appears, that the true an | und - 
for which any one 1s willing and. contented to. Dye, 1 
Becauſe he hath ſeen the Salvation of God; or, for the com 
mitting our Spirit into the Hand of God, 1, Broan __ 
hath Redeemed ns. ou 


to' near one 4 
en', The Kingdow of God cometh not 

VE ation,” fr {ome nny-r5 deb as ng 
infſhew) N, ; ſhall; they Jay, Lo beve, or Lo there, for be- 
al hold the Kingdom of God is within you. So here 1t may 
n-Þe reaſoned and fuppoſed, \Fhe Salvation of God is not 
odgutward , nor yet cometh with 'Obſervation , but the 
tofſalvation 'of God 4s within us. It is wronghr and ac- 
houpmpliſhed. within tus. And thou ſhalt call his Name Fes 
5, for he ſhall ſave his People from their Sins, Mat. 1.21, 
redfVho is a Prince and a Saviour, and the Author of E- 
»n-Ernal Salvation to all that obey him, andghe Salvation 
leſsÞff God. Asto all this, Chrift is no otherwiſe a Saviour, 
a doth ſave us, or 18 the Salvation of God, than as he 
ieFÞth fave us from our Sins and turn us from our _- 

rerehiquities. For this is laying the Ax to the Root 6f* 
r tolhe Tree and digging to the very Ground-work and 
J0dpundation, becauſe that only by reaſon of Sin we be- 
Forhme liable and obnoxious to Death, Miſery and Puniſh- 
xenflent. So that by certain and necefſary Conſequence, 
j beywe are ſaved from Sin, then alſo” we are faved from 
, Iffſeath, Miſery and Puniſhment. Hence again appears, 
eatghat this is the Salvation of God, to ſave us-from our Sins, 
v0 id to ſave us from the Guilt and Corruption of our 
te 0 e, from whence theſe ſame Sins do proceed forth. 
þ th$nd 1o 1n thoſe many places of Scripture where Salva» 
th inn belongeth unto our God and is aſcribed unto him,” 
1 one} he is called the God of Salvation, there it is meant of 
caceÞVing us from our Sins. Where he ſaves from onr E- 
al t@mics, Sin 1s: the greateſt Enemy ; for 'tis Sin in ſuch a 
or Woman: which only makes him or her to be our 
h Siemy. Thor haft l:d captivity captive, Plal. 68.18. that 
ed ui} God hath- led Sin and Corruption ( which doth in- , 

aionlve the Children | of Men in Captwity ) Captive, by 

und$- heving received gifts for Men. And then it follow 
WMeſſed be the Lord, mho daily loadeth #s with Ben#fics : and 


mating thereby, that to be ſaved trom our $ins;” or to 

d that Captive which before held us in Captivity, is 

greateſt "Benefit. And = it follows, Even the God 
2 


0 


* $4, 
CY ILSS LI 
of 084 Salvation, Selah.” He that it" our God, is the God of Þ 
Salvation ; and unto God the Lord belong the Tſſues from 
Death. In faving us from Sin God doth fave us from 
Death alſo, inaſmuch as Death is by reaſon of SmIF 
And therefore Feſus Chrift 1n whom was no fin , he be- 
ing the Holy one of God: Therefore the ſhould nor ſee 
corrupiion', and it was not poſſible that he ſhould be holden 
of Death . as Peter doth truly averr 1t: | So that -as God 
and Chrift do ſave us from fin, wnto God do belong 
the Iſſues from Death ; for there 18 a flowing'and riſing 
and deliverance from that again. As health is an hold- 
1s together of Temporal Lite, ſo Holineſs or freedom 
from tin 18the Principle and beginning of Eternal Life 
It is an a& of Salvation or ſaving to ſubdue : And 
to this alſo, we have God ſpeaking, on this wiſe , H 
will turn again , ke will have comp-ſſion upon us , be ni 
tsbdue our 1aiquitics Micah 7. 19. which mdecd 18 the 
greatelt uiſtance of compaſſion that can be ſhewedtun 
to us Men, tor unlefs God did ſubdue ow Hniquirie® 
we mult die, periſh, and be miſerable for eve 
Now - to Subdue our Iniquities, 18 to conquer and ſub 
due the rezgning Nature and Power of them , ſo th: 
they ſhall not wyolvye us into the Death of Sin here 
ncr yet into the Damnation of Hell hereafter. 
Having thus Explained what Salvation is, 1n orde*” 

that we way the better underſtand thoſe true and a 
lured grounds oft a willingneſs to dye when we hay 
{cen & Salvation of God wrought and accomplithet<” 
upon and within our Souls ; Proceed we to. ſpeak ( 
he Nature of Redemption, which 1s alſo another tri,” 
and affured Ground of committing our Spirit into tiF* 
hand of God, becauſe thoy haſt Redeemed us, O Li 
God- of Trwmh. The tigmification of which Redem 
may be Underſtood. from what 1s written, Foraſm 
as ye know that ye were not Redeemed mith Corrupti 


things 4s Silver and Gold from your vain Converſation receis x 
by tradition from your Fathers. And as the ſame Apol o 


doth elſewhere phraſe it, By theſe you might be | 
ker: of the Divine Nature, (which none can be unff -* 
he 3s firſt Redeemed from the corrupt Nature 
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| » , ' * ' : es 
»m the Body of Sin which we © oy rs us) Eavins © 
Caped © the tion that is_in the World through tf, © 
o that to be Redeemed from Cofraption and , from © 
ft, both which are very much in ' the World, this 
s Redemption. Upon'my Drſcourfing theſe things, Ex- 
ming your ſelves whoſo ſhall hear or Read theſe Lines, 
n ye thus find and witneſs Rederyption 'm your 
wn Souls ; That1s, do ye feel and Expenence mward- 
y a Redemption in ye from that vain Converſation, 
which 18 ſo much uſed and pra&tiſed by ether People) 
nd alſo a Redemption from Corruption, and from 
ift? If it is fo Indeed and in Truth, then ye have 
chaſed a good degree in the Faith, and ye have 
1ade a conſiderable Advancement and Proficiency in the * 
hriſtian-Life; So that ye are 1n a readineſs and 
Frillingneſs to Commit your Spirits into the hand ofGod, 
ecanſe he hath Redeemed them. 
And then in Pſal. 31. 5. He 1 called the Lord God 
Tru:h , Tntimating thereby, that he doth Redeem 
nd Sanctifie them by his Truth, 
There 18 another Scripture which doth clearly open 
> Nature of Redemption, Theſe were they which were 

ot defiled with ly rhe were Redeemed, (obſerve that) 
From anrons Men, being the firſks Fruits unto God and to 
be Lanib. And intheir Mow:h was found no Guile, for they 
Sere without fawulr, before the Thron? of Gol, Rev. 14. 4. 5. 
4a@.1s here to be taken notice of how the Scripture m 
s and many other places doth 1n a wondertul man- 
er Inſtruct People in theſe things of Holineſs, per- 
&on and Innocency. It is the Point or End which 
Il Scripture * doth drive at and lead unto. But.yn this 
ace, to be Redeemed doth import to be Redeemed 
om among, Men, and not to be defiled& with Wo- 
en; That 1s, not to be Tainted or Touched with the 
emptation of either, to be treed from Luft, (Concupi- 
erice) and from the motions of Sins in our Members, 3 
id to have in owr Mouth n» Guile found, { and 16 be F 
Ithout (ault before the Throne of God. Such are bis Re- 
eemecd and San&tified ones. þ 
And the Ranſonmed of the Lord, (cliewhere called the 
oy: Redeenced 


© Redeemed of the Lord, Tia. $1. 11. ſhall retwrn and 


to Zion with Songs and Ever joy wpon their E 
They ſhall obtain joy and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sig 
ing 'ſhall flee away. 1a. 35. 10. In trath none h: 
ſuch Reaſon to be joyful as theſe Redeemed of t 
Lord; for nothing can poſſibly hurt them. Not Me 
nor Devils, nor yet Death it ſelf ; which 1s the mc 
Melancholy thing and of doubtful ExpeQtation as 
other People, for by Death they are received into God 
hand , the place of Everlaſting joy. ' 

There 1s yet another Scripture which Explains th} ** 
Nature of Redemption, Who gave himſelf for us that 


might Redeem us from all Iniquity, and Purifie unto hing *© 
ſelf a prieuliar People zealous of good Works. Titus, 2. 1} ©Y 
The Scripture as all along conſonant and agreeable to C4 
ſelf, for this Redeeming from all Iniquity, and Parifyi the 
anſwers exactly to that place aforementioned of beu ba 
without Guile and to have no fault. A tate of Tnnoce thi 
18 a ſtate of Redemption ; for it 1s a ſtate of Redetr for 
ption from Sin, Guilt and whatever may hurt or mal *2 
the Soul miſerable. It is a Redeeming from Captivitf '!! 
Bondage and Thraldom, from the Vaſlalage of Q} ©2 
tan and the Imprifonment of Hell, which as we I. 
come Obnox1ious unto, only by reaſon of Sin, Iniqui thc 
and Tranſgreſſion : So as we are Redeemed from the ay 
we are conſequently Redeemed and ſaved from t det 
other alſo. _ ; 

Beſides theſe two Grounds of having ſeen the Salvij * 
tion of God and his having Redeemed us, there is anotlif . 
for our willingneſs and contentment to dye from wh .. * 
1s written, / have Glorified thee on the Earth, IT ha fin! 


finiſhed the Work which thou gaveſt me to do, And 

come 1 to thee, John 17. 4. 12. Now ſeeing that whe 
God did foreknow He did alfo Predeſtinate to be conf 
med unto the Image of his Son, that he might be 
firſt Born amongſt many Brethren :- $0 that we n 
aſluredly Reaſon that every Servant of God may up 
trae grounds be willing to dye and to come unto Ui: 
when he hath before Glorified him ' on- the Earth, 

finiſhed the Work which God gave him to do ; 4 


now cime I to thee. Words full of conſolation and r& 
joycing ! Like as when a Servant is ſent out to Juich 

a place about his Maſters Buſmeſs when he hath 4d 

it he returns to his Maſter with 'rejoycing and com- © 
lacency of mind. Even ſo God our Creator ſent us 


F Reaſonable Creatures'to do his Work an4 Buſineſs, Wift ye 
not that 1 muſt be about my Fathers Buſineſs, Luke 2. 49. 
4 Said ' Feſws Chrif his beloved Son who herein left ws an 
Example that we ſbould follow his fteps. Now certainl! 
s 1t muſt be a Satisfaction to the Creature when he ha 
done the Work and” Will and Buſineſs of his Crea- 


-& tour, according as it was expected from him; and 


conſequently the Creature can then return with more, 
Comfortable Expectation unto him, And now come 7 to 
thee. We cannot better and more willingly 'futrender 
back our Spirits to the God' who gave them, then when 
they have faithfully performed that very fame thing, 
for which God ſent theſe Spinits into theſe Bodies for 
to do. And now, O thou inviſible . Creator, the in- 
_ part of us which was by thee Created, 'comes 
to thee. 

From what hath been afore written it appears, that 


"i there are three things eſpecially which upon good and 


true grounds, can make any one contented willing and 
deſirous to Dye. 
Firjt, When one hath ſeen the Salwation of Grd. 
Secondly, When the Lord God of triath hath Retleemed 


us: 
Thirdly, When one hath Glorified God on Earth, and 

if finiſbed the Work which he gave #5 to do. 
It was Revealed unto Simeon by rhe Holy Ghoſt, that 
e ſhould not ſee Death until he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. 
And he came by the- Spirit into the Temple, and when his 
Parents brought in the Child Jeſus to do for him after the 
u/tom of the Law. then rook "he him in his Arms and 
Bleſſed God and ſaid, mine Eyes have ſten thy Salvation. 
S0 that Sion his ſeeing the Salvation of Gol was fſee- 
ng 7e/us Chrif in the Fleſh. But ſince the fullnefsof 
me 18 over and paſt we cannot now fee him mm the 
Fleſh here on Earth, yet we may ſee him im his Grace 
| B 4 and 


and Revelation. But chiefly to ſee Chrif, the Salvati- 
on: of God, the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of 
God, ' 1s with the Eyes of our Underſtanding being 
enlightened and turned inwards to ſee Chrif within us. 
Little Children-of whom I travail in Birth till Chriſt be formed 
in ye; And ſo to have Chriſt formed in us, this 1s to 
{ee the Salvation of God. Now this 1s a work of time þ& 
and ſucceſſion as it 18 of forming * the Infant, in ' the 
Womb. To have or ſee Chriſt formed within us, is the 
Buſineſs and Work of our whole Life here on Earth, 
which the Preaching and Miniſtry of the word doth 
help unto. And when Once Chriſt 1s throughly formed 
within us, and we ſee the Salvation of God, then we 
may be well contented, willing and Defirous to dye 
for this Reaſon. For as when the Chick ſees the Kite 
or Hank which would devour it, if ſhe can run under$Sa 
the Hens wiſigs, then ſhe 1s ſafe ; For as the Hen was 
at firſt Inſtrumental to give it Life and Being, ſoit willf pe 
{111 preſerve it. Even fo by ſeeing the Lord's Chrift whoft en 
15 the Prince of Life and the Salvation of God, the faith pr 
ful Sou who 1s in Covenant with him rans, and make} A 
unto Chriff, who promiſes and performs it alſo : Hall fre 
ſhall cover thee with his Feathers , © and under his Wing or 
ſhalt thow trut, Pal g1. 3. and gathereth his Childrens th 
together even as a Hen gathercth her Chickens under her wings w 
Here let Death and the Devil come and deſtroy thah m 
Soul 1t they can 3 Chriſt 1s greater in power and might A 
Forſamuch then as the Children were partakers of Fleſh and} w 
Blood he alſo himſelf took part of the ſame, that he throuslf pr 
Death mint Deſtroy him that had the Power of Death thall m 
is the Devil : And deſtroy them who through fear of Death 
were all their life time Subjeft to Bondage. 

If we are firft ſaved from Sin and Guilt, then w: 
are alſo ſaved from the wrath to come. And then we 
may be contented and willing to dye, for therefor 
People arc atraid to dye, Becaufe they are afraid to fal 
under the wrath of God. Now if they are ſure and 
fafe from that then Death 1s without any fling at al 

which 1s Sin. And then alſo we ſhall be ſafe, ſaved and 
preſerved from all the Evils Plagues and Puniſhment 


Ii 
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the World to come ; So that afterall the Miſeries 7; 0 


rkſomnels of this preſent Life (for as there is a ſatiet 
all things, fo at length there is a ſatiety even of 
t ſelf) after all the toyl and wearrfomnefs and-labour 
hereof God our Creator will comfort us for this fame 
oil and the times of Refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence 
pf the Lord : Bleſſed be his Name for it. He doth here 
n this valley of Tears and place of Weeping afford us 
ome good and Comfortable things, yet ſeeing that he 
th appointed our time on Earth as the days of an Hire- 
ing we may willingly and contentedly Ive up our 
Breath and commit our Spirits into his hand ſaying 
with old Simeon, Lord, now letteſf thow.thy ſervant depart 
in peace according ro thy word, for mine Eyes have ſeen'thy 
Salvation. Becauſe we ſhall have yet better and more 
Satisfactory things when we depart hence. 
as} To be patient to Live and willing to Dye 1s the tem- 
11tY per and diſpoſition of Soul which I defire and would 
ho endeavour at ; And this my willingneſs to dye ſhould not 
th4 proceed out of a Melancholy temper; Like Fonah in an 
ket Angry Mood who would Have the Lord to take his Life 
Hal from him, For it was better for him to Dye than to Line: 
zo only forſooth becauſe he was difpleaſed at the time that 
ren the Lord did not deftroy Vineweh, according to the word 
7: which he had Preached ; But this was only a pettith hu- 
hat mour of his. And fo others at this day upon a fudden 
ty Attiicton and Vexation are forthwith weary of the 
nd world and call to Death to come and eaſe them of the 
v2 preſent Burthen, Trouble, Grief or Uneaſinefs. But give 
bat me the mind that 1s willing to dye upon the ſame Reaſon 
a: as the Apoltle was, Having a deſire to depart a1 to hs 
with Chriſt which is far better Phil. 1. 23. Then the beſt 
w#h condition here on Earth : when alfoit can truly be faid 
To metody? is gain. For by Death IT tha!l gain or get more 
Good, more Satisfaction, more Comfort, more Happineſs 
and Blefiednefs then ever I had on this Earth. Then 
only Death 1s gain when to live 18 Chrif ; when we-lay 
out our ſelves and live only for Chriff that is in his ſer- 
vice and to get Chri? formed within us, then truly 
Dcath 1s gain ; But if on the other hand People live t5- 
th:mſz!ves 


4 


themſclves or for themſelves as in the ſervice of Ma 
on and for Pleaſure, and they are wanton on the Eart 
the conſequence thereof 1s they have nouriſhed their he: if 
as in the day of hter, or gn the day of Slaughte 


tofuch todye is not Gain but far thereby they lo 
their Pleaſure, they loſe their Adammon and they receiver 
good inſtead thereof, but only Pumiſhment and wratk 

leſſed are the Dead which dye in the Lord. But 'tis onl 
thoſe who live unto the Lord that 1s in his ſervice an 
Obedience that Dye in the Lord. If we mean to gain by c 
Death that is to get and obtain more good thereby that 
we had here ; we muſt do ſomewhat for it whilſt we ar! 
in Life, according to what the ſame Apoſtle elſewher: 
witneſſeth of himſelf which is alſo applicable to other P« 
ple who would have and enjoy the ſame good things, F 
F am now ready to be offered and the time of my departnre i 
at hand. I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my courſe 
IT have kept the Fatth , henceforth there is laid up for me 
Crown of Righteoaſneſe which the Lord the Righteous judg 
{hall give me at that day, and not unto me only, but unto a 
them alſo that love his appearmg. The Crown of Rig' 
teouſneſs will not be had by any one, until he hatt 
firſt fought the good fight and kept the Faith. There 1 
no departing in peace according to the word of God 
or according to the underſtanding deſire of the Reafo 
aþle Creature without haying firſt ſeen the Salyatio 
of God. 

The ſecond true and affured ground of a content 
ment , willingneſs and deſire to dye is, when the 
Lord God of truth hath Redeemed us. Sanfifie the 
through thy truth, Thy word is truth, And fo the fam 
God, that doth SanQutie his People through his truth 
doth alſo Redeem them through his truth, or by his word| 
of truth. When we are once throughly Redeemed and 
Sanctified by the truth of God , then we may com 
mit our Spirits 1nto the hand of God. For _then the 
Spigits of ours are Redeemed and SanCtified from what 
ever Defilement and Corruption they had ' from th 
Body, and from the things of this h ; Then the 
Spirit returns to God again the fame as it was _ 
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. Every Like loves its Like, 

Holy God loves an Holy Soul. - The Scripture 
ſly affirmeth it, Withous Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee 
T Lord; which implyes the contrary, that with Hol 
uy or when the Soul is endued or clothed with Holineſs, 
any it ſhall then certainly ſee the Lord to its endleſs Com- 

a fort and Rejoycing 

crys The great and poongpe! Buſineſs we have to do here 
on this Earth, and as we are going off from 1t (which 
we do continually as ſoon as we are Born) 1s to dye 
to Sin, (/ dye Daily, ſaith the Apoſtle) and to get Holi- 
neſs ingrafted into the Soul. As we are day afterday' 
approaching nearer and nearer unto the Grave, here 
let us examin and prove our ſelves, whether we are 
yet more Dead unto Sin , and have Holineſs yet-more 
ingrafted into our Souls ; Whether as our defites grow 
* more languid and unaffected as to Creature Comforts 
and to creature enjoyments (by having had them over 
| and over fo often already) So the ſame defires are 
more from Sin and Vanity, and the more thirſt aftey 
God : And after the Enjoyment of him in his Kingdom fo 
as to cry out from the real ſenſe, bent and inclination of 
our Souls, As the Hart anteth after the Water Brooks, fo 
panteth my Soul after thee O God! When we can ſay in 
truth and feclingly within our ſelf, there is none upon 
Earth I deſire belides thee. And when in old Age we 
cannot taft what we Eat or what we Drink, When the Keet« 
ers of the Houſe ſhall tremble and thoſe that look out of the 
Windows are Darkened ; when the Graſhopper ſhall be a bur- 
then and deſire ſhall fail ; My Fleſh and my Heart faileth, 
1t then God is the ftrength of our Heart and our Portion fer: 
ever. For 1o the right Conſequence 1s, and Endea- 
vours ſhould be ufed acccordingly : That as our outward 
Man decays day by day, ſo we ſhould be more —_—_ 
oo 


"ed inthe inward Man. As the day approaches 'con- 


tinually nearer and nearer when we ſhall outwardly go 
off from this Earth, the more we ſhould be Redeemed 
from the Earth; that 1s, we ſhould be Redeemed 
from the Evil and Defilement, and Corruption of this 
Earth, betore we can upon Aflured grounds commit 
our Spirit into the hand of God. 

Belides this of being Redeemed from our vain con- 
verſation and from the Corruption of our Nature, and 


. of being without Gaile and Fault before the Throne of God ; 


The chief and eſpecial Redemption 1s that which was 
wrought and accompliſhed by Feſus Chrift, who in 
his Love and Pity hath Redeemed them, and he bare them 
and he carried them all the days of old Iſa. 63. 9. Even 
Feſus which delivered us from the wrath to come. Who 
bought us with a price and purchaſed us with his own 
Blood. As God the Father Redeemed and brought up 
the 1ſraelites out of the Land of eAgypt ; Whereby he 
was 1n 24 more eſpecial manner their God, for the Re- 
deemer hath a right in the Redeemed : Even fo God by 
his Son Feſzs Chrift hath Redcemed Mankind trom Spi- 
ritual Xgypt from the Slavery and Bondage of Sin and 
Satarl and Death. Chriſt ra Redeemed us from the curſe 
of the Lan, being made a curſe for us. And it was this 


Redemption wrought and accompliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, - 


who' was of the ſeed and linage of David, whom 
the Scnpture therefore calls the Son of David, which 
David ſpexks ct by the Spirit and had reſpe& unto, when 
he laid, Into thine hand I commit my Spirit, Thou haſf 
Redeemed me O Lord God of truth. To purſue, the very 
ſame Reaſoning here as is in Atts 2 25, 3. 32. For David 


ſpeaketh concerning him, Thou haſt Redeemed me O Lord 


God of truth , For beins a Prophe: and knowins that Got 
had ſworn with an Oath ro him, ( In fulfilling of which 
he 1s here fitly called the Lord God of truth) That of the 
*r#it of his loins, according to the Fleſh he would raiſ? up 
Chriſt toſf: on his Throne and to Redeem Mankind by 
kim ; He ſeeing this before ſpake of the Redemption of 
Chriſt, Thou haſt Redeemed me O Lord God of truth : It 
being the utual file of Prophecics to ſpeak of thatas alrea> 


dy 


C13). 
y paſt which is to come. . Whereby is ſhewn forth 

he immutable truth of the Eternal God, for what he' 
ath decreed in his Eternal - counſel and xpeds, it 1s 
s certain as if it was already paſt and led. As * 
ſbraham ſaw his day and was glad, ſo here David 
{aw his day and was glad. And truly well they might 


Sfor faith the Apoſtle in the ' Perſons of the Regenerate, 


for we were. by Nature Children of wrath as well 
as others: So'that Abraham and David were Chil- - 
dren of wrath alſo; And then both of them might well 
be glad to foreſee by Faith this Feſ#s Chriſt who was to 
Redeem them from the wrath to come. 

The word, Redemption, 1s a relative term, and doth 
preſuppoſe captivity, thraldom, or the bemg fold ; from 
all which Redemption doth lofe and fet free again. 
And ſo this Feſus Chrift, travelled in the greatneſs of his 
flrength and was mighty to ſave, he led Captivity Cap- 
tive, that 1s, he led even Sin and the Deml Captive, 
which betore d1d lead and hold People m captwity, who 
from' their inflaving Nature are here exprefſed not to be 
only Captivating Men, but they are Captivity it felfin 
the"Abſtra : Intiwating thereby, that thoſe who areunder 
the power of Satan, (For fo the Scripture expreſſes it, 
to turn from Darkneſs unto Light, and from the poy- 
er of Satan unto God) they arein the utmoſt Captivity, 
yea worſe than that 1s of thoſe that are bound with Chains 
and Fetters, although theſe are ſeen but the others are 
to be underſtood and felt by ſach who are in the Bond 
of Iniquity. AEts'g. 23. For Sin, iniquity and luſt are as 
a Chain or Bond, which doth hold and hamper 
People therein, that they know not yea, they cannot 
without Chriff that ftrengtheneth them, get ont and 
extricate themſelves from 1t. Now as F:ſzs doth fave 
tus People from their ſins, he doth in this ſenſe Preach 
deliverance to the Captives, and ſet at liberty them that are 
bound, and Redeem them who for their Iniquities had fold 
themſelves, Tfa. 50. 1. Even unto the Devil and Hell, 
the place of Damnation and eternal Punithment. 
And having ſpoiled Principalities and Poxers, he made a 
(hew of them openly, trinmphing over them. The Princi- 

| pahties 


(14) : 
palities and Powfrs here meant are the Principali- 
ties of the other World, the Powers of Darkneſs and 
the Devil who is the Prince of the Power of the 
Air; Here Feſw Chriſt 1s{aid to have ſpoiled the Princi-Fi 
pality and Power of the Devil, which he hath done too 
tach as: are Chriſts, for over ſuch the Devil hath nol. 
Principality or Power, and triumphed over thera in him-i| 
ſelf, ſo that ſince he hath Redeemed ranſomed and p 
ſerved us from all the evil and terrible things of tt 
future and inviſible world which we immediatly enter 
into by Death ; And then we way be willing contented'and & 
deſirous to dye, when we are aflured before hand that God: 
hath by his Son Feſws Chriſt Redeemed us from all che 
Power of the Enemy and from all the. evil things of the 
other World ; So that nothing there (hall as 
hurt us, much leſs torment and make us miſerable. 

And thus theſe two Expreſſions, Lord letreſ rhon thy 
Servant depart in peace, according to thy word, for mine 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation; Into thine hayd I commit 
my Spirit, thou haſt Redeemed me O Lord God of truth, do 
fall in and meet together near to ſame ſenſe and\mea- 
ning even according to the requiring and earneſt de- 


Tire of the reaſonable Creature, who would fain not 
be miſerable hereafter. The one ſignifies to be ſaved and 
the other to be Redeemed from the wrath to come, which & 
are one and the ſame thing. The conſequence again is 
certain, if we are ſaved from. the wrath. to- come , 
then we ſhall enjoy the Bleſledneſs (conn up Bleſſed of 


my Father) to come as the Scripture ſaith, Whoſoever was 
not found written in the Book of Life, mas caſt. into: the 
Lake of fire : So it may be reaſoned on the other fide, 
whoſoever ſhall not be caſt into the Lake of. fire. ſhall 
enter into Lite, ſo that if we are ſaved and Redeemed 
from the Lake of fire, we ſhall enter into life and ever- 
laſting happineſs. Now ſeeing that the decree of God 
Rtandeth on this wiſe, we may upon very good reaſons 
not only ſay ſo — but alſo. really afſent un- 
to the ſame 1n our minds, being contented. willing and 
deſirous from the ground of our heart that it ſhould be 
ſo, Lord now lcttelt thou thy Servant depart 10 pens 

or 


leaſt We: 


| " mine Eyes have feen thy Salvation, into thine hand 1 
li-Smmit my Spirit, thou baſt Redeemed me O Lord God of 


wh. | 
The third true and aſſured grbund of a contentment, 
illingneſs and deſueto dye, 1s when we have glori 
od on the Earth and finiſhed the work which he gave us 
do. Even every one that is called by my name ; For Thave 
reated him for my Glory, I have formed him, yea I bave 
ade him, this People bave # rugs jor my ſelf, they ſhall 
ew forth Pe Ifa. 43 7, 21. art northy.O Lord 
receive Glory and Honour and Pomer, for thou haſt Crea- 
d all things, and for thy pleaſure they are and were Crea- 
{, Rev. 4.11. Herein 1s my Father glorified that ye bear 
h frait, John 15.8. From all theſe Scniptures conſider- 
2M. together it appears that the end and intent of God's 
eating- People 18 for his own Glory and Praiſe, and 
dat he mught bave fruit from them, or that they ſhould 
ing forth fruit unto God. For the Son of Man is' as a Man 
king a far journey who left his Houſe and gave Anuthori- 
to his Servants and to every Man his Work, and com- 
anded the Porter to watch, Mark 4. 34- And ſoit may be 
ncaved after the ſame ſimilitude of things, that Almighty 
d the great Creator, who 1s now wn Heayen the 
bitation of his Holineſs , which is afar off and many 
i[lions of miles diſtance ; But the Earth his houſe or one 
art of the Houſe of his Creation, He hath left- and 
ve to the Children of Men, and. gave Authority to. his 
ants, as Rulers and Miniſters. have ; For none are ſo 
to have Authority as thoſe. who are indeed the Ser- 
ts of God; And to every. Man his work , and com- 
ended. the Porter to watch, 10 that every Man hathrecei- 
d his work. from God for him to do and finiſh on this 
arth; And accordingly as he doth and finitheth this 
ork here on Earth, he can both _ ſurrender back his 
pirit and alſo. give up his account - with joy and not 
ith grief, which would be unprofitable for him, 
Now what. is it to glorifie God here on Earth ? I an- 
er in General, Ut is to obſerve to do the ſtatutes and 
gements of the Lord God of our Fathers in the Land 
pich be giveth us to poſſeſs it, all the days we live upan 


the 


(46) 


Earth, Deut. 12. 1. Tofear God and keep his Command: 


ments M ITE rear Sragrar agg ak yy: life 
long, but there being dit ſocies of gifts, but the ſame Spirit 
ab there are differences ani fe vida : but it is theſe 

God that worketh all in all; But the Manifeſtation of th 
Spirit is given to every Man to profi withall, 1 Cor. 12. 4. 5 
6, 7, This ſpake he ſignifying by what Death he ſhould Glori 
fie God, John 21. 19. And fo according as there are 
diverſitics of gifts and differences of operations 1 


People, and as one glonfies God by his Death one way 


and another, another : So there are divers ways and 


different manners of Glorifying God according to the 
veral caſes, circumſtances, conditions, or rather ac 
cording to the ſeveral gifts and endowments'in Pe 
le. 
: By what Death he ſhould Glorifhe God. Now 1 
Death there 1s bitterneſs and hardſhip (it being the 
hardeſt and moſt terrible thing 1n the world to dye 
from hence we gather that when we poor Creatures ſubmit 
or ſubject our ſelves to hardſhip or difficulty either 1 
obedience to the Commandments of God, or according 
to the decree and appointment of God, this 1s a glont 
fying God, and God 1s Glorifyed thereby : When Chrif 
Ins only begotten Son came to taſte of that bitter Cup 
he ſaith, Now is my Father glorified, but for this hom 
came Tinto the World. In the - abc kinds of Death ſo 
are more ſhameful and painful then others, as to 
hanged on a Gallows or G1bbet, or to be nailed © 
the Croſs 1s more ſhameful and painful, than to dye 
of a common Diſeaſe in our Bed ; yet from hence it 
follows that as Jeſus Chriſt our Land and forerunn 
was made a curſe of God for us, as curſed is e& 
one that hange:hon a Tree ; And as himſelf, who ſaffere, 
for ms, leaving us an example that me ſhould follow biz 
ps, did here undergo both the pain and the ſham 
therefore the more painful and thameful the Death 
is ( provided always that it be ina way of duty, and 
in obedience unto or keeping the Commandments & 


conl(:deration it it be rhroughly weighed in our mind 
ſhculc 


by 


God) So much the more God 1s glonfied thereby. Which 1 
Xen 


«17 
ndJhould make .us earneſtly defire | Martyrdom. and not 
ifs 'be afraid of or decline from it. nce_it follows 


| hat to take up the Croſs, yea _ up the Croſs dai- 
y (faith Chrif,” He that  taketF not up the Croſs daily, 


aunot be my: Diſciple) Whuch/ 18 to croſs and do con- 
rary to our Natural Inclinations, this alſo 1s a glori- 
ing God, and God 1s ſq. much_ the aps! aaqmang > Ac-" 
Fording as ſo much the more the Crols 18 | 


en up” 
inf From hence again it. follows on the contrary, that 
FF here a thing 18 eafie and cuſtomary, God 1s not al- 
Wzether ſo much glorified thereby. To goon 1n a courſe 
outward and Perfunctory Worſhip, when the Wor- 
« - x at the ſame time commit Sin, Iniquity, Tranſ- 
reſhon, and Hypocriſy, God is not at all glorified 
ereby; yea, he is rather qiſhonoured according to 
11ghat 1s written, Thos that makeſt thy boaſt of the law , 
rough breaking of the law diſhonoureft thou God ? For the 
ame of God is blaſphemed among the Gentiles, through you 
it is written. Rom. 2 23. 24, And when they entre 
to the heathen whither they went, they ao (B41. my hol 
ee, when they ' ſaid to them, theſe are the people of t 
ord and are gone forth out of his land. Ezek. 26. 20. 
nd fo Hypocritical bakery oy give great occaſion, (as 
athan told David, he did by his Sins of Adultery and 
er) to the Enemies of the Lord to Blaſpheme, By givi- 
> occaſion to the lewd and prophane fort, or to the 
eople of the World, to cry out and ſay, theſe be your 
eligions who do ſuch abominable and evil. things; 
nd it gives occaſion to think as if the God, whom 
hey pretend.and outwardly ſeemto Worſhip and ſerve, 
e altogether ſuch as themfelues. Pſal. 55. 21. Or as 
bis Commmandments (which are Holy juſt and good) 
d Religion. did teach and allow them to do ſuchevil 
d ſhameful things, And many ſhall follow their pergi- 
Ms ways, by Reaſon of whom the way of truth ſball be Evil 
pken of. . /2 Pet. 2. 2.In verſe. 14. They are called car- 
d Children, as indeed curſed are all 4 that err from 
s Commandments, Inſtead of bringing glory unto God, 
| they. would ſeem by their outward Worſhip, like 


tem' that bendel the knee and cryed, hail Maſter, and 
C yet 


(18) 
yet crucified him, ſo dotheſe Crucifie- the Lard of Gh 
afreſh and put him to an open ſhame. Of tuch it fait | 
judgment of a long tiny lingreth not, and their danma$c 
en ſlumbreth not. H tes are ranked 1n their 
demnation before unbelievers. Said Feſus Chriff who WP 
to be judge of all the Earth, and therefore knows | 
1t -will go at the laſt day ; Give him his Portion with 
pocrites and nnbelievers. 1 
Now an Hypocnite 1s one who — Worſt 
God ( whereby he ſeems to be Reno) pet at 
ſame time lives in the continued breach of his Ce 
mandments. Like as a tage Player acts the Perſo 
another, then really himſelf 1s, Even ſo the Hypoc 
acts the Perſon of another, for he ſeems Religious 
Ins conſtant outward Worſhip, and to be an obedy 
Servant of God, when in truth he 1s neither. f 
Man among you ſeemeth to be Religious and bridleth 
his Tongue , but deceiveth his own Heart (A true 
{cription of an Hypocnite, tor none decerves his c 
Heart ſo much as he ; For fuch take up the outw 
Profeſſion out of ſome hope to go to Heaven, when 
will not, as well as to get credit and Reputation amc 
Men) That ans Religion is wain. James 1. 26, 
may be applied and reaſoned, as to the neglect or | 
ure 1n any other duty, For all their ſeeming to be 
Iigzous, this or that Mans Religion 1s vain. And 
for his ſeeming to be an obedicnt Servant of the 1 
God, when he defpiſeth his Word and Commandm 
and when he doth according to his own will and 
mour, any Law or Ordinance of God to the cont 
notwithſtanding; when he tranſgreſſeth this or tha 
cept according as his pleaſure or profit ſwayes anc 
clnes him. Even knowing and underſtanding Men 
lainly fee and diſcern his Hypocnſy and Diſſmmulal 
rein, much more will the alwiſe God, who 18a 


knowledge, and by him attions are weighed, Who ſea 
the Heart and tryes the Reins to render unto every 
Wong © his ways, and according to the fruit 


doings. Men may, yea they do decave their own 
and others alſo ; But they can never deceive God, 


( 19 ) 

ap the alwiſe God will never be impoſed upon, asJif 

<> did ſerve and Honour hiry, (notwithſtanding all 

ir outward Pretences) who do in truth diſhonour hi 

id make his name polluted, and evil thought of ad 
ſpoken of among the Heathen or ungodly fortof 


I have heard it related concerning the Twrks, that 
hen they have promiſed a thing, if they are asked to 
nfirm it further by writing, they will anſwer with 
Lignation, Do ye »#hink that I am a Chriſtian to falſify 
word, that I muſt be forced to perform it by grving ſomewhat 
derhand. For they obſerve more trath and juſt deali 

reen Man and Man when it 18s only by. word of mout 
Wen many called Chniftians, but worſe then heathen and 

dels in pra&tice, for many who name the name of 
rift, will falſify their word and bond alſo when it 
in theiE-power ſo to do. Which ſeems to be tothe utter 

eand reproach of Chriſtianity it ſelf, but rather it 18 
the utter ſhame and repreach of fuch falſe preten- 
rs to Chrifttanity. Such who wrongfully take upon 

{elves the name of Chriſtians, do make the name 

Chrift, the Lord of Glory, evil ſpoken of amongſt 
> Tiwrks and unbelievers, and it carnes a ſuſpicion 
if the God and Chrif (whom they ſeem outwardly 
ſerve and worſhip) did teach and allow them in 
h falſhood and unjuſt dealing; which the foul of 
pd hates and his Commandments are expreſs againſt 


Hear what the anſwer of God ſaith to ſuch, To what 
is the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me, ſaith the 
rd, 1 am full of the burnt offerings of rams and the fat 
fed beaſts and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, oy 
lambs, or of he goats, When ye come to appear before me 
9-0 hath required this at your hand to tread my conris ; 
Ing n0 more tain obl ations, incenſe is an abomination to me ; 
new moons and ſabbaths and the calling of the aſſemblies 

cannot away with : It is iniquity, even the ſolemn metting 
4 mhen ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mins eyes 
om you, yea, when ye make many prayers 1 will not bear, 
SI Our 


(20) 
Jour hands are full of blood. Waſh ye, make you tle 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine c 
ceaſs to do evil, learn to*do well, Intimanting hereby, -tl 
until people did actually put away the evil of their doi 
and ceaſe to do evil, all their acts of outward Worſh 
all their going to Church or Meeting on the Lor'ds! | 
how conſtant ſoever they are therein, all - their m14{© 
prayers offered up unto him every morning and eyem 
rtiay it it be at noon, cach week ax arc not pleat 
and:acceptablein the {1ght of the Lord ; and conſequen 


they do not at all glorifie him thereby, for himſelf þ h 
faith that he will not receive them, that he doth 
require it at their hands, who are tinners and work 
of iniquity to tread his courts, but this he requurethFP 
his ſaints and ſervants ſo to do; that he cannot aw 
with their calling of the aſſemblies when fuch come b 


to the congreyation, their appointed times of WorllF* 
his ſoul hateth, they axe 4 trouble tro me, I cannot bf 
them ; all thete ſayings dg amport, they do not pleaſe 
and confcequently they do not kh hr. 

By the way, there is no doctrine more neceſſary alf”* 
uct to be continually made known and, canal 1 
this, for it 1sthe common and uniuerſal deceit which 
people of this generation and Country, yea. of all c 
ltendom go upon : If they go conſtantly to Churct 
Meeting upon the firſt day of the week, and thoſe 
the richer fort have Worſhip in their reſpective fam 
every morning, and eyening, they think and of to t 
fouls, all is well enough. As the fool fad in the gol 
Thou hajt much goods laid up for many years, take thine 
ear, drink and be merry, 10 thele fooliſh and deceived pai ., 
Tho ſerve divers laſts and pleaſures , d0 ſay to themſc 
Soul ,that courſe of Worſhip and Religion aforemaF. ;: 
oned will carry thee to Heaven ; be quiet as to W. © 
turther thoughts or doubts concerning futurity, onl. 
ſure to g0 0N thercin, eat, drink and be merry ; take, g bh 
and cnzoy as much of the world and worldly comion; f 
ever thou canlt. But in the mean while and all along 
21t do ſrame their doings to turn unto God. They donot in 
or ſquare all their doiwgs according to the great Ru 


' 
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ohteonſnels iti Scripture. They do not put away the eyil 
doings. For many of their age contrary\unto 
different from'the Ward and Law of God. Unnl peo- 
do aQually put away the evil. of their doings, 
xd doth not accept of their ſeveral acts of Worſhip. 
t are of them that belizye to the ſaving of the ſoul, Heb. 
. 39. And fo" there 1s a fort of People who Serve and * 
orſhip God to the ſaving of their Souls ; that 18, ſuch 
do it inwardly; and who obey conſtantly from the 
art all the Words of God's Law and Goſpel' Apain, 
e is another ſort, whereof are the greater number (B-24f 
he way and wide is the gate which Iea4%th to deſtrattion, 
{ many there be who 20 in thereat) who do not lerye and 
Wrihip God totheſaving of their Souls; for theſe wor= 
ip him outwardly, and they do not confirm all the 
Srds of God's Goſpel to do them, and fo now they are 
ble umto and will at lenzth tall under. that everta- 
g deſtruction which will be unto them that obey not 
Goſpel. For he is not a Few which is one outwardly (and 
it may be tnily-Reaſoned, © He 18 not a Chriſtian 'or 
rant of God who is one outwardly) neither is that Cir- 
ciſlon which is outward in the Ws , but he is a "Few who 
pne inwardly (and fo he 1s a Chnſtian who 1s one in- 
wrdly) and Circumciſion is that of the heart in the Spirit and 
in the Latter; whoſe praiſe is not of Men but of God, Rom. 
28, 29. For I ſay unto you, that except your Righteouſneſs 
o!! --ceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 
no caſe enter into theKingdom of Heaven, Mat. 5 25. And 
it may be truly Reaſoned and Applyed to the Peo- 
of this Generation, Except your Religion thall exceed 
> Rehgion which 18 according to the Standard and 
purſe of this World, 1t will be 1n no wiſe a Religion 
the ſaving of your Souls. 
2t that kind of outward Worſhippers aforementioned 
<1tate throughly upon the Hgnificancy of theſe follow- 
z Scriptures, But wnto the Wicked (God faith) What haft 
ps to do ro declare my Statutes, or that thou ſhould|t take ny 
enant into thy Mouth ? Sz:ing thou thateſt Inſftrution and 
teſt x Sr behind thee, Pal. 50. 16, 17. And fo this 
of outward worſhippers = ate him that Rebuketh 2 
[- 3 : 


the Gate abhor bim that ſpeaketh rightly. ' Saithy 

Apoſtle, £9.00 will come ( i I who hve nearer u 
the ends of the World do Teſtifie, that, what he thaff®* 
foretold of, is now fulfilled ; for at this day the tim 
come) that they mill not endure ſound Dottrine, but after t 
own luſt; ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, having Itch 
Ears, 2 Tim. 4. 3. Which ſay to the Seers, ſee not, and to; 
Prophets, Propheſie not unto us right things, h eak wnt0 
Smooth things, Propheſie Deceits, Lia. 30. 10. Thus day 
this Scripture fulfil in our Ears; for they go conſta; 
by to them who ſpeak {mooth ng, and Preach Dece 

nd they will not come to hear him that Preacheth ni 
things, which is verified as to the People of this Gene 
on and Country, And asto him who Writeth theſe thi 
for they do not receive his Lf nm John 3. 32. But 
Jeet his Words, John 12. 48. Becauſe he ſpeaketh-and pul 
liſheth unto them right chings. Nevertheleſs ſuch we 
as I have truly alledged from the Scriptures, will j# 
them at the laſt day. 

But whether they will hear or forbear, whether they 
Read or not, theſe Scriptures of Truth are again laid | 
fore them, Vow we know that God heareth not ſinners ; but 
any man be a worſhipper of God, and doth his will, him 
heareth, John 9. 31. Notwithſtanding this is writt 
{o plainly that every pny may underſtand it, 
nevertheleſs many Men and Women (Satan acting w 
all deceivablenefs in them that periſh) go on blindly : 
12norantly tor twenty, forty or {ixty years, .yea throug 
out all their hfe long in this deceit, of being Worſhi 
pers of God and yet not doing his will, of hearing 
word and not obeying it, nor yet doing thereafter ; when 
as the Bleſſedneſs is ro them he hear the word of God 4 
keep it. Saith David by the Spurit, if I re 1n1qui 
in my heart the Lord will not: hear me. Now 1niqui 
{zgnifes the thing that 18 not equal. But too many outwa 
Worſhippers do not only regard iniquity 1n their hea 
but alſo practice it with their hand. Nevertheleſs h 
the Adulterous Woman, Who eateth and wipeth her mo 
and ſaith, I have done no wickedneſs, they will not ce: 
nor deſiſt to offer up their many and cuſtomary Pra 


C] 


| 
0 
T 
Ir 
4 
c 
4 
$ 
c 
d 
4 
: 
Y 
1 
e 
1 


* 
=— 
T1 


j 

to 
nto 
lax 


as aforetime, and as if they had never 


; 8 any fuch thing Sach may be found aniongftthe 
0 


amber of thoſe of whom it 18 written, Nor roy 
5 ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the tim 
3 Hiaven, bus be th doth the will of ny Fathes wh 
in Heaven. Many will ſay to me inthat day, Lord, Lord, 
we not _— in thy name, and in thy nam? talk. ont 
ils: Auk th will I profeſs unto them, I ntver kn ew 
” 


, de 2 ye that work iniquity. AY will not be 


. Fg I por tburch or Meetings (and then where ſhall 
ungodly and fmncr appear ?) tor of four forts, of hearers 
the word is but one that bringeth forth fnut 
to everlaſting life. Herein alſo God (is zlorified when 

ey bring forth frnit, but he 15, not glorified when: they 

) not bring forth fruit, or when inſtead of Pringing 


th rapes, they brin forth wild rapes. Eras 

J — think that the Papiſts do one God by their Maſs 
Kolatrous Worſhip, or by their 1gnorant numbling 
er their Beads when 1t is the revealed will of God that 
2ople ſhould pray mith the Spirit and with the wnder- 


Wing alſo, 1 Cor 14. 15. That whole Chapter 1s a- 


inſt praying in an unknown Tongne, ' God is 4 
irit and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spi- 
and in truth ; This 1s oppoſite unto and ſhuts out all 
eir pompous ontſ;de Worſhip and carnal ordrnances 
er the inſtitutions and Commandments of Men. For 
ir Worthip ftands in divers Wathings and Bowin 


; id carnal ordinances impoſed on them, who would wil- 


ry Bleſſed be God ) many have reformed 


oly. always remain 1n their corruption and errour, 
d never let Reformation come among them ; althongh 
from their 


be C YS. 


Again, May it be thought that the Mahometars by going 
pnitantly to their moſque, and by their making a great 
y and howling in their Prayers unto the God of Hea- 


$1, although they are never fo carneft 1n Prayer as they 


em to be 1n tone and voice, and alſo by their Wa- 
ings before Prayer as the manner of them 1s: where- 
common reaſon would ſhew them, that the inward 
1tying and cleanſing of = heart of the Wor(happers 

4 is 


( 24 ) : bo | 

15 more required by God and more plealing and AceY 
able in his ſight, then the ontward, waſhing of the 
Bodies with water. And ſo with all their other rites 
ceremonies, cuſtoms and manners , do they. glorye God 
when all the mean while they know not nor belieſh. 
on Jeſus Chriſt, by whom there is acceſs unto the Fath 
he being the alone mediator - between God and Man. 

And ſo we may run over and concerye 1n-our mi 
as to all the Religions, Superſtitions and ways of We 
ſhip uſed in the World, together with that manifc 
Errour and Abfurdity that 1s joyn'd therewith. Do the 
Worthippers glorifie God ? It would be hard to fay { 
For the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him as worſhip him 
Spirit and in Truth. And ſeeing that {@ much Errour : 
Folly, Ignorance and Vanity 1s crept in and intermir 
led with the ſeveral Worſhips of the World, eſpeciz 
among, tlipſe of the Roman-Church, and that vaſt mu 
tude of others who do not at all name the name of Ch 
it may be thought as to them, that in God's Sight and 
to his Acceptation, He that Sacrifictth a Lamb, is as if 
cut off a Dogs neck. He that offereth an Oblation as if he 
fer'd Swines blood. He that burneth Incenſe, as if he ble 
an Idol. Which laſt 1s the higheſt degree of provok 
God that can be. So that ſuch Wothuppen do rat 
diſpleafſe than pleaſe God, they do rather diſhonour th 
zglonifie him ; "They make God more angry and ft 
oft then bring him near, or reconcile him unto the Wt 
ſhippers. 

But to come home and nearer to our ſelves, even 
us who are called Prote/?ants of the pure Reform'd Ch 
who come yet nearer to the Patrern ſhew'd to us in | 
Goſpel than they aforementioned. Altho' our Worthip 
in ſome meaſure Spirnual and True: Yet here azal 
a right Faith and a wrong Converſation, a good Nat 
but evil Doings will not fave any of us+ Nor yet 1s 
glorified by the work done, or only in the outward c 
ng to the Places of Worſhip, for if People do therein dr 
near to God with their Lips bus their Hearts are far fi 
bim, 1f they bring only their Bodies to the place but the 
in thcir Souls do mind other Objetts beſides the Inviſil 
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ad then as the Body without the Sheen 15 dead, ſo fuch may 6 
ore truly called carcaſe Wor than Spiritual Wor- 
ip; for it 1s-the Worſhip of a dead Body only, or of a 
xrcaſe without the Spirit A&ting or being concern'd there- 
\. Saith God, Now let them put away their Whoredom, 
d the Carcaſes of their Kings from me, and I will dwill in 
be midj# of them for ever, Ezck, 43: 9, Lip labour in Pray- 
or Worſhip is properly Whordom, for 1t takes away 
> heart from the right beloved, and places it 
n another wrong beloved, and fo it isa carkaſe of Wor- 
ip for the reaſon aforeaſſigned : Both which God requires 
d be put away before he will dwell in the midſt of us. 
Having abundantly and at large diſcourſed, by what 
ind of Worſhip God is not glorified, it will eaſily 
pear by what Worſhip he is indeed gloriffed. For if 
e 1s not glorified by meer outſide Worſhip, as indeed he 
s not, it. follows .that he 18 glonfhed by. ſuch Wor- 
ip as is ſpiritual (which denotes inward Worſhip, for 
f it is performed by the Spirit it mult be 1nward,, be- 
auſe the Spirit is within) and true. God is. a Spirit, 
end they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in” Spirit and 


'n truth: For the Father ſeeketh ſu:h to worſhip him, and 
pnſeqeitny he is glorified thereby, ſo that, to Wor- 


hip God in Spirit and in trath, 1s a part of our glori- 


Wiying God here on Earth. 


Whoſo offereth praiſe, glorifieth me, and to him that order- 
eth his converſation aright, wid I ſhew the Salvation of God, 
Pal, 50. 23. Secing that they who order their converſation 
aright, will have the Salvation of God ſhewn unto them 
it follows hence alſo, that they who order their con- 


@verſation aright, do glorihe God, for 'tis only thoſe who 


elorifie God here on Earth, who can come unto him with 
comfortable expectation and aflurance of ſeeing, yea of 
partaking his Salvation alſo. The words may be truly 
Read thus, whoſo ordereth his converſation aright glori- 
ficth me, as well as, whoſo offereth praiſe, lorifctt me; 
for none 1n trath can offer up praiſe ſach as accept- 
able with God but he that ordereth his converſation a- 
right ; for praiſe 18 not ſeemly in the mouth of a Sin- 
ner, neither is God pleaſed with the facriffce of _ 

a ut 
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But they that order their converſation aright, do brifii- 
iſe and glory unto God, and therefore it. is ſutali®* 
or ſuch 'only who have clean lips and obedient hearty; 
ofter it up, according to what 1s written, Take with vii 
words and turn to the Lord, and ſay unto him, Take an 
all iniquity and receive us graciouſly : So will we render 1 
calves of our lips ; which plainly ſhews forth that whe 
people are twrned to the Lord and he takes away all ini 
then only they are meet and fit to offer up Prayer at 
Praiſes unto the moſt high God ; and until that be de 
he will not receive them graciouſly. Now they ord: 
their converſation aright, whoſe Converſation is as bece 
eth the Goſpel of Chrift, or whoſe converſation 1s orderafiy; 
according to the whole written word of God, from whid- 
we are nos ro add nor diminiſh. In a word, they that fe: 
Lou and keep his Commandments, theſe do glorifi 
Im. . 
In that day ſhall there be upon the bells of the Horſes, Holi - 
oh untothe Lard. So-it ſhould be wiitten on the © 
head of cach of us, and it ſhould be ingraved in thi 
Table of our Hearts that it may be continually in ouf- 
mind and remembrance, O Man or. Woman, callin 
them by their ſeveral and reſpective names, thou art 
Servant, in whom I the invitible God will be glorified 
which ſhould indecdl engage us 10 to walk circumſpettl 
and order our converſation aright ſo as in truth 
slorifie God. 
From the things that have been ſpoken, now let th 
queſtion be asked and put ſeverally to the People « 
this generation, taking them one by one, How hath Gol 
been glorified in any of us throughout all the foregoing 
part of our Life? I am afraid that here we ſhould be at 
itand, and we could give but a poor and indifferent 
account as to that. Many people will not be able ti 
make fo good an anſwer as that of the unprofitable 
ſervant (who yet for all that was doomed to be call 
into utter darkneſs) Lord, Thou haſt thine own again. Foi 
they have not been only 1dle in the management thereo 
but they have alſo waſted and conſumed the Talen 
that was eonmitted unto them. Yea, thoſe who oy 
made 


*» 


Hade an addition. and improvement thereon ſo asto have 
ned more Talents ; yet od hey have fallen ſhort of 
hat was the expectation of God and themſelves yet 
Wioht have done more. For all (even they that believe 
ntioned in the foregoing, verſe, yea the very beſt Ser- 
nts of God .in the ſeveral Generations and Countries 
W= only Son Feſus Chriſt the Righteous enceptnd Have 
Wed and come ſhort of the glory of God, Rom. 3. 23. 
t however let the queſtion be throughly put to our 
Is, What fruit bave we {ſeverally brought forth unto 
1? Bring forth fruits meet for Repentance, and 10 the 
KWoſtle writeth to the Coloſſians, T he Goſpel came unto 
Ws 4s jt is in all the world, and bringet Joes wit as 
d it doth in you. That 1s, 1t did makea ſenſiblealter+ 
"Mion in their lives and manners, and it. had an oper- 
Wion and working upon them; yea farther there was 
viſible appearance ot 1t, for fruit 1s to be ſeen. Here 
ain it mult be acknowledged, that even the very beſt 
imitive Chriftians, although they did - bring forth 
me fruit, yet they did not bring forth ſo: much and fo 
od fruits as the Goſpel ' would have enabled them to 
ing forth, and themſelves gughthave done. The fruits 
ere not an{werable and equal unto; what God might 
d did look for and expect; which ſhould teach and 
rut us to be upon the bringing forth fruut and good 
orks as much as ever we ' can.” Herein is my Father 
orified that ye bear much fruit. - (It 1s not {aid, fruit in- 
finitely, or only ſome fruit, but much fruit) So ſhalt 
be my Diſciples. So that to bring forth fruits meet for 
epentance, or-to bring forth fruts unto God by our 
. {pel converſation , is another part of our glonfying 
Sod bere on Earth. | 
It 1s what God looks for, Ia. 5.4. and expeRts fror 
ws. For the Earth that drinketh in the Rain that cometh ofs 
pon it, and bringeth t orth herbs meet for them by whom 
is dreſſed receiveth Bleſſimg from God, but that 
Which beareth thorns and Briars is rejethed, and is nigh un- 
W cnurpng, whoſe end 15 to be burned. The good Trees are 
nown from the barren by the fruit which the one bring- 
th torth, and the other doth not. In like manner the 


truc 


true Servants of God nyy_ by diſtinzuiſhed from the 


barren profeſſors of the Goſpel, for as theſe may bell 
likened 'to fach Trees only ' that have leaves on them, 
but as for the former ſort By their fruits you ſhall kno; 
them. The firft fort do ſhew' owt of a good converſati 
his works with meckneſs of wiſdom ; and the Goſpel it 
them bringeth forth fruit, and bringeth forth herbs mea 
for whom it 1s drefled ; fo they bring forth frunts meet 
for him by whom they are drefſed, and that is God 
for by his Word and Spmit they are drefled. The word 
and ſpirit 18 like putting dung unto foil, fo theſe dq 
ne, dreſs and manure the hearts of people, and garh 
out - the ſtones thereof, Wa.5.2. A tony heart will he take 
away and give them an heart of fleſh, and all this 1s te 
bring forth - fruits unto God, And as 1s aforeſaid 
that Hypocnitical outward Worſhippers do ratherli; 
diſhonour than glorifie -Goll : fo do thoſe 'profeſſo 
who bring forth wild: Grapes inſtead of Grapes; or whe 
inſtead of being a Noble vine and wholly a right ſeed, ar 
of a ſudden turned into a degenerate plant of a ſtrange vine 
S© contrariwiſe when thoſe who are indeed the Servant: 
of the molt high God, do indeed bring forth good gra 
and -good fruits, fuch as mn'truth are becoming, the Gofs 
pel of Chriſt, theſe again do as much glorifie God : 
the other ſort do diſhonour him. This appears from that 
aforecited Scripture, Herein is my Father glorified that 
bear much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my Diſciples. Intimating there 
by that people may have the name of Chriſt's Diſci 
ples, but they are not ſo indeedunleſs they bear muckF$- 
truit. But this is yet more evident from the following 
Scripture, Let your light ſo ſhine before men that they may 
fee your good works, and glorifie your Father which is in Hea%: 
2m. For the good works or good fruits of his Servants; 
do occaſion God to be glorified, that 1s to be well, 
| 
| 
( 
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thought off, and well ſpoken oft, and for praiſe and 
honour to be aſcribed unto him. To purſue here the 
like realoning which Aoſes dothin Deut. 4. 6. 7, 8. So1 
this caſe ſtrangers and thoſe people who as yet knon 
not God, will be apt to think, and ſay, that God him- 
{:1f muſt be a 'very Good and Wiſe and —_— and 

ne- 


$ be S.., they ſee evident! 
"Beneficial a being, in h as they ſee evidently with 
then heir eyes that] fach and apts pas le who ſerve and 
tnooEritate him are very Good a iſe and Holy, and 
ſat - WPnblameable in their converſation, and they do w itever 
ef It ood they can unto others. Said one of the Antien 
"If Pis is true Religion to imitate him whom thow Wor pee 
For to be Godly 1s to be like unto God, to 
ke unto God 1s to be Godly: And fo to do good 13 
W true reſemblance and likeneſs unto the God-Head in 
Wat He did good, giving us Rain from Heaven, and it is 
likeneſs unto Ori alſo, who went about doing 4 ; 
1s doing good 1s a bearing fruit, and a bringing forth 
erbs meet for whom it is dreſſed. For. the fruits of 
he Earth and Tree do nouriſh and delight us, the Corn 
eedeth us, the pany 1s made ſerviceable to quench our 
hirſt and gratifie the appetite, Wine makes glad the 
cart of Man, and oyl a chearful countenance, all which 
< good unto the Body, and the inftance of God's doing 
ood 1n As 14. 17. i: there aſſigned in Giving us Rain 
om Heaven and fruitfull ſeaſons, filling our hearts with 


ood and gladneſe. So that the more good any Man or 


Voman doth, the more he or ſhe is like tinto God and 
Lit, When thou ſeeſt and obſerveſt any one to do good 
ore than ordynary and that ſame perſon ſcems to ſerve 
od very much this is an evidence t at he doth itin {in- 
erity and reality*and that God doth indeed command 
nd require him fo to do, and allo 'it is an endeavour 
after his likenes. The good works and good fruits 
which appear forth through any Man or Woman are 
7 gee adtings of God through his Creatures: For 'tis not 
ea $4o much they but Chri# who dwellcth ih them that doth 
"29-215 or that good thing; and therefore it is meet and 
right that God ſhould have the Glor®and Honour of It, 
Which cauſeth through #: thankſgiving unto God, for the ad- 
miniſtration of this ſervice, not only Jupplieth the want of 
the Saints but is abundant alſo by man thankſgtvings wnto 
God, 2Cor.g: 11, 12, As indeed ſich people who are 
pal knowing, when they fee any good works, 
they do thereupon glorify our father which is in Heaven : 
for he 1s indeed the author and original of them, and 
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thus it comes to paſs that through the inſtmament wholi 
viſible, the invitible God is glorified thereby. | 
The Heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma 
ſhewe'h his handy work. Even thoſe Creatures which hi 
no Life nor Speech nor Langnage, yet by their having h 
a Being from him, and Greatneſs or Beauty, they are ſtan 
ing Monuments of. his Praiſe. Like as a Curious 
well drawn Picture doth always ſhew forth the skill 
the Painter, altho*' 1t hath no Mouth to utter it fc 
Even fo thoſe great and wonderful Works of the Cre: 
on of God do declare and ſhew forth the Glory, 
nour and Power of God; and their Voice, tho' it is 
lent and inward, 18 heard or rather underſtood -where 
thoſe wonderful Works of the Creation are ſeen. In t 
ſenſe The Sun and Moon and Srars of Light and the Hi 
wens of Heavens do all praiſe God, as in Pſal. 148. Tt 
are called upon ſo to do, and they do it according 
In Yer. 5. the Reaſon 1s obſervable why they ſhould 
it, Let them praiſe the name of the Lord, for he comma 
and they were Created. And fo to come down to the ke 
er parts of the Creation, Praiſe the Lord from the Em 
ye Dragons and all Deeps ; Fire and Hail, Snow and I a 
Stormy wind fulfilling his Word, Mountains an 
Hills, Fruitfull Trees and all Cedars, Beaſts and al 
tel , creeping things and flying Fowl. Ver.$, 9, 20. Wh 
13 the living Creation. And in the next Verſe he con 
to the reaſonable underſtanding Creation, Kings L | 
Earth and all People, Princes yr. Pr es 0 the 
both young Men and Maidens, Ol Mm and Child 
let them praiſe the. Name of the Lord ; for his Name a 
zs excellent, his Glory is above the Earth and Heaven. Hi 
{ome are ſullen and unthankful, and do it no more th 
according to outward Form ; but they do it not in the 
common Diſcourſe. As to this matter the Holy Ghi 
Exhorts on this wiſe, By him therefore let us offer the $ 
erifice of Praiſe to God continually ; that is, the jr of 
Lips, giving thanks to his Name. Obſerve that Adve 
Continxally ; tor it is not ſaid, only in the Congregat 
on, or at no time but when we are ſaying our Praye 
but continually, which extends to our common all | 


, 


31 
ſcourſe. Obſerye here again, how 1t is called the fruit 
For Lips. Intimating hereby, that offering up of Praiſe 
1 giving thanks unto God is the proper fruit of our Lips. 
f ary. yo Lips do not yield and bring forth this 
it, they are as barren Trees fit for the fire, and not 
————— a hich make knon 

We have very often in Scriptures, which make known 
> mind of the Lord, Glory and Honour and Praiſe A{- 
ibed unto him. Now indeed God doth not at all want 
lory, no more than the Sun doth want Light, for with 
e is the fountain of Life: ſo with him 1s the fountain 
all Glory and Excellency, and from him is derived 
*Wwn whatever Glory and Excellency 1s in any of the 
MErcatures '. He is infinitely happy and allſuffcient in 
mſelf, he doth not want the fervices of Angels, much 
{s of {inful Men. 1” thou be Righteous what giveſt thou him 2 
what receive:h - of thine _ ? ar is : gain la thos 
akeſt thy way perfett ? all whichimply a ſtrong Negative 
wh 1s not Fol But yet if God had never Created a- 
thing, there would not have been any thing to have 


Oven up and aſcribe rag unto him, nor yet to Cele- 


yerlh eſs are in his place, give unto the 


ite his Name ( For the Grave cannot praiſe thee, Death 
ot celebrate thee, and ſo a fate of Annihilation can- 

pt do it) But now ſince he hath created all things for 
is Pleaſure, and to receive Glory from them, this thing 
Glory is the beſt and moſt proper thing which the Rea- 
pnable Inhabitants of the h can conceive of to aſ- 
ribe upunto God. Give unto rhe Lord the glory due wnto 
is Name, Plal. 29. 2. So that it 18 6 debt. It is 
herefore accordingly given and rendred up unto him by 
11 his Saints an ants throughout the Earth, Give 
banks unto the Lord, call upon his name, Make known his 
eds among the people, fing unto him, ſing Pſalms unto him 
Wk you of all his wondrous works, glory ye in his holy name, 
ye mindful always of his covenant, ſhew forth from day 

0 day his Salvation, declare his glory among the Heathen, 
bis marvellous works among all Nations ; for great is the Lord 
nd greatly to be Ahaiſed, he alſo is to be feared above all 
ods, glory and honour are in his preſence, firength and glal- 
rd ye kindreds of the 


people 
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tople plory and frength. (Now there isno giving of; trer 
to eds that 18 Almighty already , but it 1s ohly 
ſpeak out that he is ſo) Give unto the Lord the [glory 
wnth his name, 1 Chron. 16. In ſhort 1t 18 'toacknowlet 
and ſpeak out of the glory of God, and to give thar 
and praiſe to his Holy Name. Provided always 
this be done by thoſe who have their converſation ordi 
ed” aright, who are of clean lips and obedtent hear 
for therefore it 1s that thoſe cautionary expreſſions are 
neceſſarily intermingled and incerted in this fong of prai 
Be ye mindful always of his Covenant, he is alſo to be fe 
above all Gods; 1wntimating thereby, thatunlefs people 
alſo mindfull of his Covenant and fear God above 
other things , they cannot then grve thanks unto 
Lord, nor yet ſing Pſalms unto him, nor declare 
glory, nor yet” praiſe hum, ſo as for God to be pleaf 
therewith and accept thereof. It we fear any thing 
bove God, that is our God alſo, O Lord owr God, ot 
Lords beſides thee have had dominion over us; but by tl 
only will we make mention of thy name. 
t is written of Abraham, Who againſt hope believed 
hope, that he might become the father of many nations, 


cording to that which was ſpoken, ſo ſhall thy ſeed be. 
being not weak in faith he conſidered not his own body n 
dead when he was about an hundred years old, neither 
the deadneſs of Sarah's womb, he ſtaggered not at the prom 
of God through unbelief,, but was ſtrong in fn giving g 


wnto God, and being fully perſmaded that what he had pro 
ſed he was able alſo to perform. From all which 
be gathered, that to firmly believe and be fully pe 
firaded, that ſuch a thing ſhall come to paſs, althou 
according to humane reaſon 1t 18 unlikely to come 
paſs, provided always that we have the word and p 
miſe of God for it, as here Abraham had ; this alfe 
a giving glory unto God, when the thing ſeemsimpc 
{ible according to the courſe of Nature (as it was in 
inſtance here given) Yet here to believe that God both c: 
and alfo will perform the fame, thi is a Givin 

unto God : for it g1Ves God the glory of his truth 
the glory of his Almighty power. 


Ln - | 
Myſtery -of the World, and alfo 
; dfthe outward: Worſhippets 5 for as to thems at this 
led 51 read, ſoit 15when the Goſpel of Chr 
2A vail-is upon their Hearts. The written word 
od and. the manner | of: the Diſpenſation of - his 
iedom | towards rus ,/ 18.24; Myſtery: : {t. is given- wato 
(thoſe of theDiſcipleſhip) 19 4now the myſteries vcr 
nedom of Heuer, Mat. 13. 11. The myſtery of God 
if ni/bed as be hath declared 10 his' ſervants the' prophets 
- 10.7. Butthat part of this myſtery which I would 
juſt mention 13,  thatalthough ail Scripture was 476 
nſpiration | of God and 1s true and will be fulfilled to 
y tittle thereof; yea the Truthand: Power and Hono- 
df God do; all fland engaged to-fulfill {all andevery 
Wt of 'this-ſame.word ; and: Gott chimfelf hath born 
neſs to it both with fegns and wonders and with divers 
acles and: gifts of the. Holy: Ghoſtaccording to his own 
S- that-we ought to-believert all tobe true, arid 
t 1t ſhall all be fulfille&or we make God a liars if 
believe not i the : Record: which God gave of his San, 
>, faith' Heiaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, ' but "my 
ſhall nat |paſs away. Yet ſtill God being willing to 
re -and :exeraſe the faith of his Servants, and alſo 
he mixt-multitade of people -concerning 3t, hath {fo 
red and: ſuffered-it tro comer topals (Behold herein 
Wiſdom and; Myſtery of God) that ſome things 
ch this his word of truth} ſpeaks of, ſhould 'feeih 
ee falsified.” They 'are nct falafied indee:l, but- only 
ſeem to be fo on fet purpoſeto' prove 'to the ut- 
t'degree the faith of people. here.” If-they do re- 
2 their faith therein nevertheleſs; then it is a giving 
unto God. \ Bat if an evitheart of unbehet 1s m1 
n, like Cleopar- aud thoſe with him; who fail 3 we 
fed it had bees he nhich © ſhould bave Redeemed- Tirarl, 
ſceing aud: hearing of his miracles in his lite [tune. 
when he was put to death like a matetactor, than 
their hopes were ' blaſted, their- faith withered, aid 
ny might probably ſay, it 18: all ' come to \nothins; : 
Ws and the! bke 18 -_ a''giving” glory unto wo 
| An 


5" 

— 
iderneſs. Yet for all theſe ſeemingly contrary events 
4 <4 at length perform” and. 2, to words 
"Wit he w_ poken _— \ the 
*Shty ninth Pſalm, are te up many particular cove- 
Waits and prom: which God aaa is Divid' and” his 
d. And therein alſo 8s fummed up a breach 
1 failure of all thoſe ſeyexal Covenants and ſes 
that one right be tempted to think, how could 
i "bel ieve rm all "theſe? For __ ani oh 
out, Lord, w are thy former loving kindneſſes 
þ | thos ſwareſt unto Dal in thy truth ” Faves 
{; the reproach of "y Servants, and how I do bear in 
boſom the reproach of all the mighty people, wherewith thine 
&s have reproached, O Lord, wherewith they have ſlander- 
he fobrteps of thine anointed. Intimating thereby, that 
enenues of the Lord were apt to reproach and ob- 
unto his Servants, How was he a God of truth 
did fail fo m his promiſes which be'had ſworn 
o David' in his truth? And how was he'# good God 
did not continue all 'his former loving” ktndneſſes ? 
fithſtanding this reproach of his enemies, Yet David 
xl this was fatisficd in his heatt; yea and he did be- 
that God would perform all his Covenarit which 
iath done fince, he ts now a doing \ [and will 
Form #nto his ſeed for evermore; Thus mich may be 
jered from that form of _ wherewiththat whole 
un is concluded, Bleſſed'be the Lord for evermore, A- 
44 Amen. A double Ratification' thereaf;, and 
, is as much as if David was reſolved 'to bleſs God 

a; let his enemies reprodch and fay what they would. 
nother Inſtance hereof we have in the' ſame David, 
when it was told ahto him by Samwl, How that 

day he ſhould be King' over all 1ſ-ael, he did aftor- 
5 ſo diftmuſt and dif-believe it uſe of the then 
clihob& thereof, as to ſay in hes haſte al men are Liars ; 
reach ruſt extend alſoreven to Samael the Prophet of the 
A. Agailh, when he faith, My ſoul fainterh for thy Sal- 
, but” T hope inthy word.” Mint eyes fail for thy Salvation 
for the word of thy Righteonſnefs, Pal. 119. $1. 
. By Phrafing it on this wiſe it ſeems as if God did 
or neglect to PR his Word, and brzng about 
2 his 


K 


= Cl; mo" 
his Salvation; and yet for all this the Man after G 
own Heart did hope m_ his Word. Again the Pre 
Jeremiah ſaith bol by unto ot Wilt thow altogether 4 
me 4 liar unto this People, and as Waters that fail # | 
had ſent hym to foxetell the 1 Fews capitwity, but} 
he had made known this his meſſage, the people 
not give ſo much heed and behef to it as they > 
and, partly through the delay of time between, 
alſo the prophet himſelf ſaw. nogreat outward hkeli 
thereof, that he cryed out on this wife. But at le 
The Lord hath done that which he had deviſed, he hath fu 
his word that he had commanded in the days of}. old, 1 
2. 17. | 
Not to multiply many more inſtances. of this 
after that Chriſt had foretold, When ye ſball fee Ja 
lem compaſſed with armies, then know that the def 
thereof draweth nigh, Luke 21. 20. It was fo long 
fore that was throughly fulfilled, eyen forty ye: 
Chriſt's death, that many were apt to 2, in their 


-1n the mean whnle, Where is: the promiſe of his con 
yca when Tirus Veſpatian firſt inveſted Jeruſalem w 
Armies, he went oft again: So that this word 
{cem to. be- falsified;” but it was not falafed; { 
came on a ſecond tune, -and than was accomp 
the total and entire deſolation thereof. al 
We ought as firmly . to. believe that all Scripta 
true as that. there is a God, or that Jeſus Chriſt. ft 
Saviour of Mankind ; for if we beliervethat God 
his vitible works of Creation do declare, then wil f 
to beheve alſo that this God 1s true, and. than; is 
quently that all Scripture 1s true, ſceing that. 
piure is given by inſpiration. of God. And. 
perhaps at firſt we may not know how to reconc 
truth of ſeveral parts and places of Scripture wi 
common and daily events of the world , or- wi 


lives and manners of the -people, yet this 1s ous 
ance and infirmity ; for if we did ſeek out Li the 
the Lord and read, and if we. did underſtand thro 
we ſhould find and perceive that whatſoever 
done: on the Earth by all and the ſeveral -In 


things are yet to come, and. as yet to be ful 

. 'And whereas it is fo ordered of ſet parpoſe 
alwiſe: God , | that ſeveral-things "9s fre out 
h ſeem perplex and hard: to- be wnderſtood,. this 18 to 
We our faith therein ; and if we hold out and retain 
1, Wfaith nevertheleſs, then it 1s a giving glory unto God. 
: have . his word and promiſe for it, then the more 
1s believe in hope again} hope, it 1s yet the more giving 
wnto God, For 1f1n things to be beheved, there was 
e/oFranner of doubt or pl abhond, what reward hath 

2Ng a 


T0 be in faith doth glori So on the contra 
arsWelict Fre Monk bith ; kde ht take heed of 5s 
ir Wf; which notwithſtanding the outward profeſſion 
conWhe Goſpel 1s-very common amongſt Men... There 1s 
wilSot of unbelief; growing in the hearts of unregene- 
ro people ;; and there 1s alſo a mixture, or rather a tin- 

thereof 1n the hearts of the Regenerate, Sometimes 
in them are little queſtionings/ within themſelves 
her theſe things are fo, and. ſometimes. - little 
dts that they are not ; which cometh to pals, becaufe 
ne little likelihood that ' ſometimes pupae in the 

4 that they ever will be ſo, which 1s to proye 

en, 

$ to obey God and keep his Commandments 15 to 

he. him . So to believe on-bim and his word is to 

e him likewiſe. Thefeveral a&ts of fanh do give 

' unto-God * yea, when we. believe his word, altho- 

it ſeems againſt common reaſon and the outward 

dability. of - things in the. mean while ; yet here ſtill 
delieve- and be fully perſwaded, - that for all this there 
| be yet an expected end , this-is to be ſtrong in 

h, and to. give ſo-much- the. more glory unto God. 

Ne may learn another kind, of glorifying God from that 

owng of our Saviour Jefus Chriſt, For if ye love chew 


D 3 that 


on, 
fame t And if yo 
do ye more thait others, do not 
that ing of the A 


are g pirit 
God reſteth upon you, on t 1s evil 

on your part he is plorified, From all this 'may' bg 
derſtood that 'to do thoſe things which are not 'commn 
ly done by other Men, -or what is more than other 
will do, or to ſnbmmit our ſelves to preſent pain 
inconveniency when we - do not deſerve it, but 
wrongfully inflifted on us, provided always that 
happens to us as we are in a way of \duty and 
for our obedience unto the «Commandments of ( 
then indeed this and ' the like is a glotifying- of ( 
This of ſuffering wrongfully, or to ſuffer when me do 

a kind of taking up the Croſs, and 1t 15 a going 
and contrary to our Natural inclinations ; which 4 
forementioned is an inſtance 'of ' glorifying God. 'W 
doth not only conf(iſt in the bare pain and inconve 
that the poor Creature endures '(C He "doth nor affiifÞ 
lingly nor grieve the Children of men ) But it 18 111 the * 
of and obedience unto the Commandments - of © 
That 1s, when T had rather meet with trouble - andirk 
neſs to my Fleſhly Nature, as I am 1n the fer 
the Lord God, then avoid the fame trouble or irk{ 
neſs by my neglefting and not- doing of it. Fo 
annexing of Trouble,” Pain, Loſs or Inconven 
which we ſometimes meet with -in our performing 
keeping of them, God doth hereby the more'eftec 
prove Mankind to know what 1s 1n'their heart w 
they will keep his Commandmentsvr no. For tom 
on here a like Reaſoring to. that of our Saviour 7 
Chriſt, 1: 1n keeping 'the- Commandments of God it" 
all Smoothneſs and Fafe and Pleafure and Agreeabk 


to our Nature, what'reward have ye? Do not 


BLESS. E- x abt 


jeans and Sinners of their awng they manage 
eaſe and ure, and what it, but herein. 
gratifying: the. Fleſh? And how. wks 4 Lier. Fi 
gp. more tha others, for do. not even! tilkic concern 
all: Mankind fo 2 And conſequently whas his Reli- 
en unto God by fach a kind-of life; of-todok It is 


25 theſe; for: even Beaſts do thafe things which: 
are and Senſe'they; are led/ unto, 1; But'to-dothungs: © * | 


the common level: of Mankind, or to Do marealen 
, as-ift enduring] 'gnef, ſuffering wrongtully;.when- 
s is in keeping-and doing the Commandments of 
- and theTikey18 2 giving glogy unto God. in, 
the ſeveral. things which have -been | afore ſpoken, 
nay be intiruted: how we may; glority God hcreon 
7 It mult be! 1n-keeping of domsg the Gom- 
iments of God ; tor otherwie-infteatot yainky-and 
thinking toglonty bun, it may be faid to us athe 
Who bath required theſe things at your hands #- Bat if 
o indeed glority God here on- Earth, -acco to 
irections and intunations aforegiven, then (which 
d quicken, ſtzt up. and actuaily-perſwade -usto n- 
y and contiantly {ct about thegſtattyiog God here 
rtly) It will be a moſt comfortable review and 
2g back to each of us, juſt as1we ate oft ftom 
tage of tins Earth, if we have the + ny.of 
bnicience' according to- truthe«that wer baverglort- 
God on the Earth, or that any-Glory, Honour,and 
bath been given and aſcribed-unto-God through 
7-means of any af as. Hath .thy-Life + and convers+ 
n. and thy Deeds done in the Body, --and fo have mine 
ied God our Creator ?. By having been' fo ordered 
managed by us,” that when Men : did fee our gond 
s, our Faith, Obedience and Patience, they-did 
n of them Glorify our Father which is in Heauen, 
une and Prove. your ſelves. herein, Haſt thou and 
and ſo doye ask your ſclyes, Have Iandbaye 
fied God at all in my patt-life?, And according 
ankvet of your: ſeveral ronſcienges- are, if ſomes 
u bave done. 1t a' hittle, others: perhaps of. ye have 
lone 1t at'all; but eukenly none of ye. have done. A 
4 0 


( 38”) 
that love you, what rewerd have ye? Do mt even the Þ 
cans the Jame ? And if ye ſalute your brethren only 
do ye more than others, do not even the Publicans ſo ? And 
that reaſoning of the Apoſtle; For this is thank 
if a man for conſcience rowards God endure of, ( 
wrongfully. Foy what glory'is it if when ye be baſfeted for: 
faults ye take it patiently; but if when ye do well and 
fer for it, this is acceptable with God. If ye be reproached 
name of Chriſt, happy are ye; for the ſpirit of Glory 
God reſteth upon you, on their part he 1s evil ſpoken” of," 
on your part he is glorified. From all this "may bs 
derftood that to do thoſe things which are not 'com 
ly done by other Men, or what is more than othe 
will do, or to ſ\nbmut our ſelves rd wnagy pain 
inconyeniency when we do not deſerve it, but 


wrongfully inflicted on us, provided always that 
happens to us as we are in a way of duty and 
for our obedience unto- the Commandments of | 
then indeed this and | the like is a glotifying- of 
This of ſuffering wrongfully, or to ſuffer when me do-we 
a kind of taking up the Croſs, and 1t 15 a going 


and contrary to our Natural inclinations z 
forementioned 1s an inſtance 'of glorifying God, l 
doth not only conſiſt in the bare pain and inconve 
that the poor Creature endures '( He "doth nor affiis 
lingly nor grieve the Children of men ) But it 1s 111 the * 
of and obedience unto the Commandments / of 
That is, when T had rather meet withtrouble- and 1 
neſs to my Fleſhly Nature, as I am in the fer 
the Lord God, then avoid the ſame trouble or irkf 
neſs by my neglefting and not doing of it. Fa 
annexing of Tronble,” Pain, Loſs or Inconven 
which we ſometimes | meet with -in our performing 
keeping of them, God doth hereby the more effec 
prove Mankind to know what 11s 1n'their heart w 
they will keep his Commandmentsvr no. For ton 
on here a hke Reaſforing to that of our Saviour 
Chrift, 1: 1n keeping the Commandments of God it 
all Smoothneſs and Fafe and Pleafure and Agreeat 
to our Nature, what reward have ye? Do not. 


Jt 


i 2 ke 
icans and Sinners of. their- owmaccord what” is for 
eaſe and ' plcaſure, and. what 18:agreeable , unto! 
gratifying the Fleſh? And how. would. this; be-a- 
p more athens, for do. not! ever! the. Heathen 
all: Mankind ſo ? And conſequently whats. 
ren unto God by fach a kind of life ?;, of che 
s 25 theſe; for: even Beaſts do thofe things which: by 
re and Senſe they: are led unto, ;;; But to-do things: 
the common level: of Mankind, or to Do morevhen 
- a3 it enduring] 'gnef, ſuffering wrongtully;.when 
s is in keeping:and doing the Commandmerits of 
and thelikey1s a giving glogy untoGod. 
the ſeveral. things which have -been. | atore {poken, 
nay be infiructed how we may; glority God hcreon 
It mult be! 1n-keeping of domg the Gom- 
Iments of God ; tor otherwiſe-inftealtof vainly and 
thinking toglority hun, it: may be faid to us at-the 
Who hath required. theſe +things: at your hands Bat if 
> indeed glorify God here on- Earth; -accordang ta 
liretions and intumations aforegiven, then (which 


4 quicken, ſtu up. and actually-pertwade-ugto in- 


y and conttantly ſet about theglorifying God here 
rtly) It will be a moſt —_— review and 
wes back to each o__ juſt as we ate 


| ” oft from 

age of this Earth, if we have the Te of 
bnicience: according: to- truth«that wer: baverglort- 
on the Earth, or that any-Glory, Honour. and 
bath been given and aſcribed -unto-God through 
means of any af as. Hath .thy-Life | and conver+ 

1 and thy Deeds done in the Body, -and 1o-have mine 
ed God our Creator ?. By having been! fo ordered 
aged by us,” that when Men : did ſee our good 
, our Faith, Obedience and - Patience, they did 
Dn -of them Glorify our Father which is in Heaven. 
ne and Prove.your felves. herein, Haft thou and 
and ſo doye ask your ſclyes,, Have Landbaye 
4 God -at all in my paſt-life?, And according 
anbwet of your: ſeveral ronſcienges: are, if ſoma 
have done. 1t a' little, others. perhaps: of. ye have 
Wone 1t gibt ealenny — —— 
4 - 


4 = | | 
much as ye might have done it; nor yet ſo-r 
rd of you hg enlightened and Spiritu: 

derſtanding do with that ye had done. In the naj 
God then and for his Glory, do it more for the ty 
come during the few and evil days remaining of* 
ſeveral Pilgrimages here on Earth. As ye have bee 
Inſtructed from the Scriptures of truth, how ye 
to walk and glorify God, We beſeech yow Breth 
exhort you by the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye would abo 

in more and more. | For this will be 1ndeed a C 
Conſolation to ye ſeverally when ye come to taſt 
bitterneſs of Death ; 1t will be as ſo much Wine my 
with that Gall, if ye can towards the ſhutting up ' 
days, make this appeal in truth unto God and Sin 
Song (for it 1s all rejoycing and comfort) as Cl 
forerunner, the Firſt born amongſt many Brethren dit 
herein alſo left us an enſample that we ſhould 
his ſteps, / have glorified thee on the Earth, 1 havefi 
the work which thou gaveſt me to do. 


Proceed we now tohandletheſe laſt words, 
Thave finiſhed the work which thou gaveſtme to 


This Work 1n the general is the Working out of our 
tion; which or the thing ſigmfied thereby 15 ofter 
Scripture called 4 work. Now the Scripture ſpez 
perly and according to truth; for 1t was gone T 
tion of God who'is alwiſe and alknowing, and for 
1t 15 1mpoſſible to he. From hence1t may be x 
ble to obſerve, how that the multitude of peopke ar 
ward Worſhippers go upon a groſs Errour and, n 
which 18 very dangerous, hereby Satan ating wi 
decervablenels in them that periſh; for they thir 
gre accordingly, as 1f Religion and the ſe 

(through which people are to ſave their Souls 
pet to Heaven) was no Werk, but only a cuſtoma 
ide thing, which they make not much more of ti 
cording to. form and faſhion, talk and diſcourſt 
a thing which they have been bred up and uſed unt 
themſelves obſerve it accordingly, for 'they imp 


r moſt people apprehend and pradtice'concern- 
z it, yet that Man, who will be ſaved us Rell 
n, muſt make a work of it, yea and hard work it 
climb up the Holy Hill and to get to Heaven.” In- 
> too many do not take more Labour and Pains in * 
ir Religion than in putting on their Cloaths', and 
Ire fg and undreſling themſelves, which is a cuſtom- 
uſual thing, but there” is no toil or ſweat therein : 
moredo they make of their outward Worſhip. But /- 
s Alone is not ſufficient to obtain the' benefit and 
ired end of Religion, that 1s, the Salvation of their 
Is. -For the Scripture which makes wiſe to Salyation and 
hes the way to Heaven, dothaflure us that we muſt 
we if ve would enter in at the ſtrait gate, Lake 13. 24. The + 
ord in the original ſignifies -Putting forth the utmoſt 
ength which meer outward Worſhippers do'not. God ir 4 
arder of them that diligently ſeek hims, Heb. 11. 6. Which 
plyes on the other hand, that he is nota. Rewarder 
them who ſeek him-careleſly, or who do itonly accor- 
ng to cuſtom and outward f: n, asthe ' manner of 
any is. Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable always abo in the 
k of the Loyd, foraſmuch as ye know that your - is 
in vain in the Lord 1 Cor: 15.48. In this Scripture it is 
led both a Work and a Labour, and it '1mportsthas * 
h, that they who make a Labour ' and work: of-'jt,/ 
them it will 'not be 1aboar' 1n vain, - As >. end = Fong 
her hand, to ſuch who make no work nor there- 
; it will be labour in vainr I mean tin wk 
ch people doin Religion (for almoſt all ( 
hat or 'other therem) will be in yain e it will 
ot be ſafficient to obtain the defired end; which is the 
ving of their Souls. There 1s'no going to/Heaven by 
aſe and - ſloth ,' by cuſtom - or falbion. .- Son, Go' and 
kin my Vineyard. But thou enduve hardſhip as 4 good 
ouldier of Fe Chriſt. - And not/tommultiply more $cri- 
es to confirm the point 11-hand, take it fora certain 
ruth and affirmation as the end of things will more clear. 


ly 


ly ſhew | Tapas fant bart wodkand 
<4 G od 4 way Ar 16 reverence and Godly fear; 3 
on Relig ade A tha ax rcane'8 Bs 
' to the ſaving of the Soul,. as 
. and labour when 1 
Bread, or, as,1t 5 1n any bard 
and this nnd 2 contnped work and labour us 
at-alloue bald o 
* Body, N EIA 
ow the wor 0 Q 


calleth iter 32-272 [ 
Raligion, or the ſervice of iefly- 
"= mini} 3 it is heart work and B Noone and. fo it 4 


the Heart and labour of the Soul, And Ne 
Bodily exerciſe profuteth neiings r: Dat Lk the Soul exer 
that. as,- the; hfting up her ſe and th; 
moſt; earneſt deſure' which (he _ bum aud fi 
acceptance with hum, haththe NN of that life whi 


15. to come: -And- here mutt be labour and care thatthy 
may be accepted with God. In Bodily exercule pertai 
ning to-Religzon there1s but little labour or: work, 

in the Sonl exencle therpoly (Nu. (which is the principal. %. 


and the only thin g's he My Son give me th 
Heart) Thexe os by-ofs work to" render 
acceptable and ; nv. in. the ſight of the Lord. 

for inſtance, when we go to Worſhip, tobring our Bad 
tothe place, ;or -aftex we are come there to tit 4 
ſleep,; or to have our thoughts a a Wandeung amb No 

or -to-haye,our eycs faring and Geral C 
ward, objects, there: is not, much work and labour -1n 
this. '. Far1n 4he bare going}. to the place of |Worſhij 
kg oor. labour than, in Going or Walking -to 
place fo ecreation or /Pleaſure; and then 1t 81 
fnore hows: and work in fitting (till there, then in tl 
Hoaſes of :6ur- ſeveral Habitations. But herazn-conſil 
the . labour-and work of the Soul, to keep it always li 
up and. fixed 'on-the.inviſible God, and. to keep it. clc 
and ag meth by he, "ord.. bs eached ; or when the 
and. the Prophe I3415- The Goſp pel and Apoſtles n 
Read,than to — onlythe things «3 4 are therein ſpokes 


PAO 
e ook mug rar, wor 6 the 
Mn fo ung AG rs Re 
C y, Wor} og ied Sy cou fam 10 car 
Prrnbatete in the {atv our 20, 
» Or ng Or 093. ples 2 the doors Or in the 
0715 + of 07 Ide both w 51% the Spirit of God, finds 
alt with 1n” fi > 23.32 39, Yet here ; | 
deny our . Ties yo, this kin! 0 me ure 


6 to our Nature as 1t.1s corrupt, an willingly 
Ly es at the ſame time to  alnG art 
Religious duties, there.is __OS labour RT 
> for1t 13 of the lame Nature as 1sfo þ 
e and Irkſome, for no Labour yore was 


L us a3a cha $a engage 


elent ſeemeth to Joyounr Us 


2rward it Yildath th, the  peaceable frus. of Fr 
them who arc exerciſed Hs Eo ererars 5; 
e18 inwardly fatisfied becauſe hehath herein 
ith the ordinance of God," andalſo herein he hath fub- 
Itted to ſome- 'part of the puniſhment of God, which 
now fweetned unto us in; Chriſt, -{n the Jweat: of thy 
ce ſhalt thaw eat thy Bread. By the ſweetnefs and comfort 
fach both is intermixed with and amidſt honeſt labour, 
F. chiefly it may be perceyedafter; it is over-z for there 
luch fan 10n wn the-world. like unto the review 
+ looks back upon well ſpent ume, the renfanpie : 


out of neceſſity to get a livelihood ; and that they wa 
ſubmit themſelves to the'ſame labour and_ pains in| 
immediate ſervice of God and in doing. good, and 
all this purely for God's fake, and notas an hireling 
hire or reward. For God more approves of | 
vice and obedience 'as we may gather from what 
written, The Kings came and fought, then fought the Kin 
..: of.Canaan in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo, they # 
* #0,g4in of mony, Judges 5. 19. And from the example 
Nehemiah who ſaith, Moreover from- the time I was appoin 
to be their Governour in the land of Judah, that is, t 
years I and my Brethren have not eaten the bread of- 
Governonr, but the former Governours that had been befi 
me, were chargeable unto the prople and had taken of them Br 
and Wine, ble om ſhekels of Sttyer, yea, even their ſerv, 
bere Rules over cople : But fo did not I becauſe of | 
fear of God Neh. 5. 14, 15. Theſe things are recorded tq 
tor enſamples, and they are written for our admo 
tion, yea and imitation. ao upon whom the ends 
the world are come. The God of Iſrael ſaid, He t 
Ruleth over Men, muſt be juſt, Ruling in the fear of 
2 Sam. 23. 3. Such ſhould not be chargeable unto the prop 
For whereas the former Governours had been chargeat 
=_ the'people; Nehemiah would not, becauſe of the fe 
God. | | 
But to return again from whence I have ſeemed to di 
e&, As bodily labour doth by uſe and exerciſe become it 


' kind 
hen inthar 
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> ſay ofthe Worſhip. and of 
hold what: a ig i: it? Mal, 1 13. Song 
ill the new Moon be that we may ſell Corn, and the 
be er mey.fer ferth When , Amer8, . They 
> be ſo changed and renewed and altered/1n 
at. they.call the Sabbath a delight, not doing their « 
, nor ſpeak their own | 
they 


oY 
. xy. be 
o 
= 


leaſure, and now UC! 
pent 1n the ſerviee of ( ; floing good to their immor- 
al Souls. All-other things = nothing elſe remai 


na Man, or avails any thing. Graſs withereth, the 
love fac bus the 6; ! our God ſhall bind for ever. 
. There 


muſt be work and and ſucceſſion of tune, 

efore . the Soul comes, to- be thus: Born again and.rene- 
ed; in, the Spirit of her mind, | after that ſhe hath- been 
lepraved by: the Body, and by, our corrupt {ntul -and 
nning » Nature. . There muſt be a great deal of hard 
work and Jabour, befoxe we can put off and be delivered 
rom: this Body of Sin and.Death, which we carry con- 
ally about us. O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall 
leliver me froms the Body of this Death ? 1 thank God through 
Jeſus Chriſt: our - Lord. Intimating thereby, that no 
ortal Creature could . do 1t, yet. the grace 'of Jeſus 
Chriſt could and alſo would do at, 'for this purges out the 
old leaven and ſinful and corrupt Nature until it: becomes 
whole and healthful, and than it will grow up to-Blefſed 
unmortality. 'T here mult be work and labour tolay afids 
every weight (for can any. weight be laid aſide without 
ſome labour? jn no mi And the fin which doth ſo eafity 
beſet 
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ſins, is one part of finiſhing that work which God'g 


ate and 


Lg 


beſet ur, and to reſet unto (Blood: friving apainſt fin; 
CE ee eee Laden and erg Tod 
Farther and lay the Ax to the Root of 'the Tree; 
muſt/ be work and 1abour to get rid off and/fres' 
the motions of Sin and the inclinations' to' Eyiliw 
are in our members. For when we were in the fleſh 
#0tions of | fin which were by the law, did work ' in our wh 
ers to bring forth frait unco Death. This 'is''the mif 
eyous effect of thoſe motions of ſins in oar membe 
bring forth fruit unto -Death. It maybe of edifica 
and benefit to narrowly conſider the Nature of the 
which alſo will not be alt going aſide: from 
intended matter; for to get clear from thoſe motiot 


us to do. Wn 
They are called the motions of fins : So that the 

not vroperly actual fins, but Of es of a 
a motion cr inclination unto ſin, like to the firſt ſp 
ing forth of a Bud, or as in the breaking forthinto a'% 
or Sore : The matter and root and cauſe therec 

from within. So here the Law of God is perfebt tome 
the Soul ; and in order to that it would the 

firſt riſc;and beginnings of ſin, or the morions of fint in 
members, For 1t doth not only provide againſt the ow 
woalng forth of actual tranſgreſſion, bit 'alſo itwor 
upprefs and ſtifle and hinder the motions” of fins' in oi 
members. If theſe litrle ones, that 18, the motion 

ſins im our members are daſhed againſt che fonts (as hit 
py is'he that doth ſo) Then they can' never grow it 
Preſumptuons ſins, or to the great rr anereſion. And 
if theſe motions of ſins are ſuppreſſed 'and (fled wh 
they are but yet working in our members, than it 
1mpoſſible that ever they ſhould come fotth into a&y 
ſins. Truly this to do 1s very hard work and labout 
yet (till there ſhould be a preſſing and endeavour af 


It. | 
This 1s the difference ner the fins of the reget 
unregenerate, een the :ſpot of thy Childre 
of Ro  ioaron 


A : 
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and which 1s 1ndeed Corruptin 
Suet as are theChildren of 


Ac th Roth Death. oe involves them into ruin 
Seon-rr afid "deftruGiont "bf - Soul. As for inſtance i In 


-Repenicrate it is os omg of: a hittle inward 
Rt, which they are furet 20 n6 farther ; bat in 


Unittgenerate, the ſame concuprſcence iſſues forth into 
aſciviouſneſs Lncleatineſs, Fornication- and' Adult 
Even in the R teconeuprſcence is wp this being 
e kind of thoſe motions of {ms the Al ks of 

Rim. 7.) And itis-one onthole ſecret David 

= Pſc. i 9.12. Prayesto be cleanſed from: at: by pc 
of werden: + which God doth Jet in the light of DI comntena- 
| , and we i he will bririgtmto Judgement: ©Ds ye think 
"the" Scripture ſaith in vain, the Spirit that dnclech in 

Inferhs ts envy ? the Apoſtle ſpeaks in behalf ofhim- 

f and .of the other eine for in truth there are 
in them Luſtings and teridencies to'envyand hatred 
neh/ity Unconverted pevp !e do break forth into ana] 
\and Hatred. ' And Hy there is likewiſe in the Re- 
crate” Motions 'and inclinations luſtines and tenid- 
ics t9? almoſt all manner-oF. fin and -evil, to glutto- 
rand drunkenne, a longing after the Fle/Þpars's f Egg- 
anda ſecret inwatd liking of them by the fleſhly cor- 
p Nature*and by © the v14 Man ;" bat fill "and along 
ent that they do not come forth into- the ſeve- 
of- Sin,” to winch "again way 15 given by ſinners 

lthe Children of diſdbedtence. 

"Wl Nevertheleſs it is 'the' will of God (and accordingly 
ns word which is very five, doth direct it ſo) That his 
mldreti-and Servants d firive and*-ſticerely et- 

avour what they can (Carſed is he that doth the work of 

Lord Ty Againſt all theſe motious of ſins that 

arts 


S ( &£ ' 
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are in our members, and againſt theſe inclinatic 
evil, and againſt the ne fo r 
tranſgreſſyon. The Commandment of God is,notc E 
this wiſe , Ceaſe to evil, but extends farther, Abteis 2 
all appearance of evil: Whuch takes in all the,occallh 
beginna enticements and - tendencies to: evil.J.li | 
as be which bath called. you is Holy, fo;'h 
all manner of converſation. Now there being 1n ( s 
motions to ſin, nor inclinations: to evil, it being 4 | 
ſible for God to lye, or to:commit {in or evil, it follc 
certain conſequence that we can ,never obey and Wi 
fil this his Commandment of being Holy as he is Holy, | 
we get utterly rid oft and clear from theſe , motid 
ſins and inclinations to evil; and yet we {he re: 
whateyer we can that we may partake of his Holintf 
we would partake of his bleſſedneſs, for wirhou Hol 
no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, | | .- 
Again it is Commanded,. Srand.in aw and fin not., | 
the word'of God doth not reſt there, as only. to ro 
again(t the outward act of ſin, but 1t goes ta 
Mortifie therefore your members that are upon the Earth; i 
if the members are mortified upon the Earth, then-thereWul 
no motions of ſins in theſe members; qo + ir 
other Ceqmwres witneſs. JF Chriſt be in you , than i8pil 
Body dead be 
certain that in adead Body there. are no motiongol 
at all, and it being the will of God that Chrif & 
be formed inus, Little Children of whom Itravail in” 
till Chriſt be formed in youw. And except Chriſ be..in yl 
are reprobates ; 1t follows therefore that we ſhould be: 
as to ſin, and then alſo we ſhould have no motior 
ſins 1n us, in which ſence alſo it 1s that the 1 
Idy: daily. That 1s, he did dye daily unto fin :.. He$$ 
not only ceaſe from the outward act of ſin, but all 
had we and leſs motion and ' inclination to ſim, 
length he had no motion nor mclination to 1t 
which 18 like dying continually, untill one 1s a& 
dead : For as than Jife goes away, and leſſens 
and little, fo in ſuch not only the as, but thet 
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cauſe of fin,” or as to ſin. Now 'againg8# 


& 4 "-2 < OS 
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' alſo h , f OL HBV a1 

iſheth away, [until 1t becomes none at all. [This is 

be diligent Chat in by fill labouring andendeaviur- 

after it, until--we-attain 1t, That we may be' found 

woes: paremieite fr and blameleſs, 2 Pet. 3; 14. God 

bis people un Hoſea, 8. 5. How long will it- be: ere they 

to innocency ? Which though it be long and-+he ex- 

s - much e they armive unto 1t, yet at- length 
of 'his Peculiar peopl e, Redeemed from all Iniq 

much labour and endeavour firlt+ had and uſe 

ds it, attain to that meaſure. and degree of -n- 

ncy till they become 1ſraelites indeed in whom is-no 

; and they arnve unto that fate in this life, (for 

ren mult be begun here, though it be perteRed and 

mmated hereafter)to winch God ſhall add and annex 

ze higheſt Heavens, that 1n their momth was found no 

| for they are without fault before the Throne of God. 

> die unto {in and tobe ahve again unto God;'ta 

after, till we actually attain unto Holineſs and 

ency of Life, 1s one main part of doing and fini- 

> that work which God ſent us on this Earth to do. 

ubdue the Power. and Acts,. yea the very motions 

inchnations to ſin, and to root. out utterly (as far 

ble) the corrupt Nature For fleſb and blood ſhall not 

it the Kingdom of God, neither. thall in any wiſe enter 

any. thing that defileth. As aforeſaid, Heaven muſt 

un here 1n us, 1f we will enter into: Heaven here- 

And in order to that, this 1s our buſineſs and 

which God ſent us on tis Farth fgr to do, By 

ng together with his grace, to labour and endeavour 

Fer. We can, that we may become meet to. be par- 

of the inheritance of the, Saints in light. His word 

therefore given to. Build. #s wp and give us. an inheri- 

among ſt all them which are ſanttified, and to make 

4a people prepared for the Lord. This work we are 

d.and finiſh, By ; the help of the ſame word, our 

$ are to. become ready, ..a' people. prepared for 

ord. And while they went ro buythe Bridegroom came 

dey that. 'were ready, (Obſerve that) went 1n with him 

marriage and the door wm ſhui, We are tobe oy 


ef rhe Earth grow on till they become-npe-and 
their Maſters uſe. So it us —— 
us, that we work. together with” ns. e and Sp 
which would work in us mightily, if we do not reb 
wex his Holy Spirit that ge may become meet, # 
prepared, fit and ripe for God the ' great propniete 
our - Souls, who gathereth them up to himſelt : © Hel 
the Father of Spirits, and accordingly the faithfi 
ſpeak, Into thine hand: 1 commit my Spirit. That they 
become alſo, when our Bodies drop 1nto the grave 
ſhock of Corn in its ſeaſon. That when 1t 18 \lipt 
diſlodged from the Body, it may be ſuch as himſeltf 
of, Behold mine” Eleft in whom my Soul n_ 
2.1. Or which 1s to the ſame benefit or ſgnifict 
or the Lord Jeſus who is the Son- of God to fay 
ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared fu 
from the foundation of the World. What comfortable 
are here ? We wouldunleſs we be fuch fools asnot to 
the worth thereof, giveTho»ſands of Rams and ten 7 
ſand Rivers of oyl, yea all we have 1n' the world fe 
aſſurance thereof. Bat though Rich people 'have the 
vantage as to this world, they have none -as to. the 
to come ; for the corruptible things of Gold and 
( We were not Redeemed by theſe, but by the precious Blood 
Lamb of God will not purchaſe Heaven nor yet x 
the favour of God : Which 1s to be' had by no 
way, then that of Obedience and Holineſs. Obey-my 
and live. An Holy God loves an Holy Soul. Fort 
tore 1t was that God ſpeaks this of Feſus Chri ft; Beb 
Servant whom I uphold , Mine eleft in whom my Soul d, 
eth. Becauſe he than knew from the beginning” 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt would fimiſhthe work that God 
him to do, as Chri} makes the return thereof th 
had finiſhed it. Wherefore when he cometh into' 
world he faith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldſf 
a Body haſt thou prepared-me : In burnt offerings and'd 
fices ſor Sin, thou haſt had no pleaſure. than ſaid I, Lo' | 
( In the volume o* the Book it is mrinen of me) 1 


DELL 
nach  pleafure in outward acts 
doth he Op ole my and af nav, 
not reprove thee for thy 5,07 t nt offerings 
ave fret continually before me) as 1m x doing. Ky, 
z is the chiefthing which God requires of Man. Hath 
Lord as great delight in burnt of ring! and Sacri- 
4s in obeying the woice of the Lord * Betold, to obey is 
than Sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of Rams. 
ow this is true Chniſhanity to imitate Chrift. For as 
as the firſt Born amongſt many Brethren, fo he 
ſelf faith, / have given you an example that you ſbould4 
Thave done. Seeing therefore that Chriſt did all which 
lis Father ſent him about, and finiſhed hiswork 
did his will : So we ought alfo ſeyerally. as we 
his Creatures, but more eſpecially as we profeſs our 
>s to be the Servants of (For his Servants ſball 
him) Do all which he ſends us about on this Earth, 
finiſh his Work and do his Will all the-days of our 


| For 'tis not ſufficient to be good or godly fora ſeas 

but the promuſe 1s, To them who by patient continu» 

in well Ws ſeek for Glory and Honour and Immorta- 
ife 


Eternal Life ; that towards the end of this preſent 
we may alſo make the ike comfortable return unto 
s 1 have finiſh:d the work which tho gaveſt me to do; 
= go-by, ed conſequent may be alſo, And now 
to thee. 
d him that ſhall hear or Read theſe lines, the word 
ortation ſaith, Go chow and do likewiſe. Be upon 
> and finiſhing the work which God gave thee on 
arth for to do and finiſh. For if this ſhould be 
ected, Wo unto us for the day poeth away, for the ſhadows 
Evening are ſtretched out. * Thou nor yet I know 
Intle ſand there 1s the Glaſs of our life+ as yet to 
out, A great deal of_ our life is paſt and the day 
nmortality 15 at hand.” The night is far ſpent, let us 
fore caft off the works of darkneſs, and let ws pit on the 
Mr of light. I ſay again, Be upon the "<u) wa part 
our work; endeayour tohave them poliſhed and com- 
BK 2 pleat” 


- (/52.) 
pleat. The Church of Sardis was admoniſhed, Be m4 
7m and ſtrengthen 'the' things which remain, that are x 
to1ye, for 7 Loos not found 'thy works perfett_ before | 
Now this finding fault, doth inftruRt us on the other h 
that we {Hhould have our works perfe&t before God, whit 
we do endeayour withall our! Heart and with all our. 
and all-our might, God himſelf will perfe& and add 
1t,untill3tbecome acteptable in his light. ys ; 
of this very thing, that whatever good work he hath beg 
any of you, he will perform it untill the day of the Lord 
(#5 And again it js written, Lord, thou wilt ordainy 
for ws : For thou alſo haſt wrought all our works in ns. \ 
der which word, peace, the things that belong to our 
are comprehended and included, even future Saly 
and 'Glory. Who are kept by the power of God tt 
faith unto Salvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt 1 
| — the end of your faith even the Salvation of 
Houls, | 
I do hereby exhort the people of this my, Gene 
on 'and Country, to benpon the finiſhing part of 
work which God hath given you ſeverally on the E 
torto do. For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred 
abundantly into the everlaſtins Kingdom of our Lord 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Wherefore 1 wil nor be negligent t 
you always in Remembrance of theſe things, tho "N | 
them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. Tea' T think it 
as long 4s T am in thisT abernacle, to ſtir you up by putting 
Remembrance, knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this 
bernacie, even as our Lord FeſusChriſt(who 1s the word;oFv 
hath ſhewed me. Moreover I will endeayour (for which Þ 
rexſon I deſire that this profitable Book of a content 
and willingneſs todye may be Printed and Publiſhed 
you may be able afier my deceaſe to have theſe things alway 
remembrance. And ſeeing that it is but a very little while 
tore that T ſhall certainly depart of from the Stage 0 
Earth, - / commend you to God and to the word of his 
which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritai 
mong all them which are San#tified. T1 commend you al 
the teaching of the Spirit, Lord, ever more gipe us this Þ 
Lord, everniore give us th teaching of thy 'Spint. 


SO 10.08, ot. TORT ES bel 
ancinilgg which we - have 'rereiu:d © of , him "abiderly' 
you, aud ye need nor. thas\ any Aden teach you rule te 
+ Anginting tcacheth you of all things and i-truelrwnd-t) © 
les and. even 45 it hah tangit you ye (bal. abide "i hin! 
now little Children' abide \in-himy that when he ſhall _—_ 
y, we may bave confidence and-Autbe aſbamed before ling 4 
his coming... 4s ther Apoltle: laid, / "im derermins{ 
Laws nehur cents. 3t; bus Toft -Chrif ad hied vmde 
.. Vo for my part I am determined ard purpofed 
pra! to- enable me-that herew I may turnany' | 
Doſes into performances, and to pay my vomsrt0 the' molt 
bet) To turn 'ouer a new-leat, and- during the fery 
i evildaysremaining of my Pilgrimage to ferveGod 
more diligently and carnelitly,and conſtantly inthe 
niftry than I have heretofore, andto finiſh-that part of 
Minifiry which I have.recerved, and to teftifie the 
ſpcl of the,.grace of God'te the- people ofthis: Gene" 
10n. ForlT afluredly know that-a dying hour with come, 
I ſenſibly feeling within my- felt a fear ot. Death, 
wich,.doth hence ariſe ; eithes becauſe I hve 3n ſontt: re- 
red or known fin, or I: leave ſame duty. undone which 
ght to..do : So that the way to take off and remove 
s {ame fear. and bitterneſs of Death in m2, is, not to 
e 1n, any, manner of {in or-appearance of evil; as far 
. as, often as. I apprebent tuch a thing to- be'tke 
nmand.,and will, of God that I -thould do. The ſawe 
applicable to other people-alſo, to. live 1n-no' {th of 
honor commiſſion;, which: 1t we oblerye accord- 
zly and finith ſeverally the work which God gave us 
do, than ' at length we {hall. be ever with-the-Loxd, 
receive the reward of ſo doing, Wherefore comfart 
marginal. reading 18 exhort). qne another with theſe 
brds. 1 Thef. 4.48. | 
Chrif 1d finith the work which God the Father -gave 
n to-doy.as he took upon himſelf to be'the Saviour and 
edecmer. of 4 put ge he was the mediatour be- 
een God and Man; and as -be executed that- threefold 
Wiice of King, Prieft and Prophet. Yer have, 4 ſet my 
8:2 4p0n the Holy Hill of Ziong Plal 2. 6. The Lord hath 
orn and. will not repent, Thou art a Pricſt for ever after the 
E 3 order 


order of Melchiſcdech, . 110. 4. For Moſes truly | 
wnto tht Fathers, a Prophet ſhall the Lord God 1 , 
you of yaur Brethren like ento me, him ſhall ye hear in all th 
whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you, Ats 3. 22. This Peter dit 
ply unto Chriff, and as Chriff did perform and fir 
theſe three. ſeveral Offices, he did fimſh the work th 
Ek him to do : Wherefore himſelf {aid on the 


It is finiſhed. That is, ſo much and that part oP the w 
which God' had given him on thjs for to*do 
finiſh, he did finiſh accordingly. But as to his deli 
ing upthe oy to the Father, and as to his ſittingy 
the right hand of God, making interceſſion for us, ti 
15 not finiſhed as yet, nor will be finiſheduntil the q 
of the world, when time ſhall be no longer. . 
What kind of work it was which Chriſt did finiſh, wer 
gather and underſtand from what himſelf aftervyards 
clares. 1 have manifeſted thy name unto the Men which tp ""* 
gaveſt me out of the world. For Thave given unto them "9 
words which'thou gaveſt unto me, and they have received thal 
wan" x 8. This Chri# did as he was a Prophet WF 
ca = ] 
to 

tat 


iſe 


er. \- From whence- we may gather and ob 
that to mamiteſt the name of God to people out of 
World, and to make known the words which 
firſt gave unto us, 18 the beſt and moſt excellent we 
that one can be 1umployed in. [And however other peop 
are buſie1( Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troub*<1! 
about many things, but one thing is needful.) Yet that" 
the beſt employment and the buſineſs, which ha 


relation immediately to God himſelf, and 1s about FP 4 
things partaining to endleſs Life. - And this is life tera 
that they might know thee 'the only true God, and Y 
ſus Chrift whom thou hat fent. From hence again it » 

< 


pears that to manifeft or make God known, or to 


0 


Iiſh thoſe words which contain the knowledge of Gt Cc 
1s the beſt of Works and Employments. © Ferily s T 
art a God that hideſt thy ſelf, O Ed. of 1ſrael the Savi M A ( 
And many times we Joſe the ſence . of kim. Now dc 


what brings to the fight'or rather apprehenſion of j 
or what reneweth the knowledge of him, this 154003! 
one thing needful for the Children of Men ; for in t£f- 
| | knowled 


erings. Th» 
The world make their Eſtimateaccordingly and think 
py/ whoſe Silver and: Gold-is multiplied, or w 
ve fine and plentiful Eſtates... But as the Pale 
ith, Thou haft. pur pladneſs into my heart more than'in 
Time that their Corn and their Wine increaſed. ''$6'1 
4 rather thatiall thoſe good things, to have meſit'of 
knowledge of God and: the things pertaining to his 
inzdom ; to bave the manifeſtations of himſelf, other- 
iſe then be manifeſts himſeltunto the World, to have 
ore of ns Heavenly truths Communicated and revealed 
ato me. 7 will praiſe thee withthe Pſaltery, even thy truth 
my God.' The Law of thy month is better #n:0 me'than 
ſans of - Gold and Silver. 4 rejoyce at thy word av one 
at findeth great ſpoil. And ſeeing that the ſecret of the 
is with; them that fear him, \and he revealeth his ſerve 
to his Prophets: I had therefore 'rather that ths will 
d ſecret be revealed unto me, © than all the mony' on 
ates of the Earth. For theſe and ſuch like- are&- 
dences of his favour and loving - kindneſs which 4s 
trer then life it ſelf, 1n that it reaches and extends Yet: 
r. Thoſe who know and apprehend God byFaith, 
> as-much deſire and labour to have the favour of God, 
$ others do to get Riches and' thefavour of great Men. 
vr the favour of God in this life, 15 a ſeal and earneſt 
his Salvation*in the World to come, Who hath alfo 
aled us, and given the Earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts, 
I. at. 
To get, retain, or recover when loſt the favour of God . 
a doing and finiſhing that work which God gave us 
© do. For the work we have to do in this life, to 
| and obey God, and to do thethings that are plea- 
WW"; in his ſight, and thus to become reconciled unto 
Win. Though God doth hide himſelf here on Earth from 
i, and 's. zfaroff in the Habitation of his Holineſs, 


E 4 yet. 


I'wt1 


we are to ſeek after-and- a bim-by + 
Lord looked down from! Heaven upon the Children of 
ro ſee if there were any that did underſtand and $a 
He doth Command and require 1t, that we dbey 
Commandments and ſerve and pleaſe himalt one asj 
did now ſee him with open face, as we do our Goyy 
ours, Fathers and Maſters after the Fleſh. That-the a 
and fear of hun that 1s inviſible ſhould be alway 
biding upon our Spirits. The" deſire of our Sawl - is ty 
and-to:the Remembrance of thy name. Have Faith'in CG 
which fame Faich ſhould overcome the World 1n all 
Temptations, Terrours and - Allurements. We ſhe 
Pender God above the Creature 1in all things. Althe 

18, out of ſight, (his works are not) yet. he ſha 
be always in our mind. When we are 1n company. 
in the-berd of our fellow Creatures, We are than 
our. ſhame be 1t ſpoken) moſt apt to forget God 
Creator : But evenin the mid(t of them his Excel 
ſhould make #s afraid. Yea an Holy reverential fear 
dread - of his inviſible Majeſty ſhould overſhadow us 
remain always ſenſible upon our Souls. And as it is] 
corded that At the going down of the Sun an horrour of 4 
ſleep, fell upon Abraham z.Even 10 towards the going dc 
of the Sun of our; life, A. great borrour anddread of thei 
vilible God ſhould be yet more upon us as we come ne; 
in tune when -we ſhall actually appear before hi 
This ts to: bring down God and Chrift from above, t 
he may, be nigh untous. For ſo he 1s, when we have 
ſence and fear of God always remaining upon our t 
that it, ſhall prevail, againſt and overcome all Tempta 
ons, ariſing either from Men or from'the things of th 
World ;. That as Fofeph did with{tand the Temptati 
of his wanton Mil £4 with this con{ideration, How 
1 do this great wickeuneſs 'and fin againſt God 2 So wl 
thou att {empted to Gluttony or Drunkenneſs ory 
the fin that doth moſt eafily beſet thee, here Reaſon 
thine own Soul, How can 1 do this wickedneſs. and 
gainſ God? And let this thought actually reſtrain 

om the Sin. DAILY, | 

It ſignifies or avails but little to think aright, unla 
we alſo do accordingly, for Grage and Knowledge 
INCICS 


I 


5, 


| 
0 


fp} 


f 
Fs 


re riot © 'effe&nal / preſervatives and” remedie 
nft-fin;'For-as it is fn m' 1ts Power and Rei 
ich [doth | bart : So Tikewiſe it miſt be mi 
yrer and ung , which will do good and fave us. 
iſhes and Wouldings' only towards good, 'wilFnever 
ing any one to Heaven, unlefsthey'come forth into'a& 
xcordingly.. Indeed we ſhould be excellent Chriftia- 
s if we would ſoYpeakand aft accord: as we think, 
olve and purpoſe. If we would continnallyfom time 
> time turn our Þ rr op ow performances, 'and*our 
pod thoughts into futable AEtions. -7F ye knowtheſe thinps 
ppy. are Ye y ye 40 them ; which 1mplyes on the oth 
and, that ſuch are miſcrable who' approve the things tha: 
excellent, and do not follow after and praftice them. 
The finiſhing of the work which' God gaveus on this 
6 for to 'do, is by his once and by our - working tc- 
her with hirgrace to render our ſelves fit for Heaven, 
4 tobe; meet ts be partakers of - the Inheritance -0 ..the 


creaſe tho gnilt and render yet more 


ints in light : To be as good and Godlike'asever we 
an ;to be alvvays a' growing in Grace and Knd , 


> be making further Proficiency and Attaitimnents 1 
te Chnitian-Life, to'go forvvard'and fro Sreagth i 
ig tovvards. Zion. And wvhen 'any*te* " ec 
t for Heaven and meet to be partakers"of the tnhert- 
ance of the Saints in hght, there he is to keep'and pte- 

rve humſelf fo, Keeping your ſelves in the love” of 
le 2t. . And alſo in a Readineſs and els ie 


: TY C 


atching and Waiting -againſt that God hall 
and ſummon ye by Death. Be ye therefor# ready; for 
a day and an hour that ye look not, che Son yea od es 
h. "And ſo people ſhould firſt endeavor ts g 
ves 1n a preparation for Death and Judgment ; and 
vhen they have- got 1n a preperation for Death and 
dgment, «then they are to keep and-preſerve themſelves 
em, and to be ready and prepared for it yet” more 
nd more. | Bll be 
But ſome may be apt to fay, Hovy ſhalbvye' be read 
d prepare our ſc}ves for Death and Judgment? Lan 
ver 1n general, by a conſtant courſe hes, 


ſrl ry oughout the days of ar 
{ not be in part out 
n__} n all things. It muſt be 
and cont with all the —oY 
to do and obey hoc 
ends, and du —_—_ God at 
into:thy heart, and to abſtain from all thols-1 mc 
to {ins and from all -- Cggraal of evil which the 
any time , preceiveſt within thee. . This again mr 
done umvenally, conſcientioull woply and conflantly ; 
you come up to that ſtate of Holineſs and Ii 120ct 
whereof Paul. witneſſeth, / know nothing by my 
yet 1 am not hereby infified. I Pre s towards he hl 
Prize of the High cali ol Eo Guin a4 «.."And whe 
any where 1n Scriptu er attainr 
ts in Chriftanity, - or the nary of _ ſuch as: are 
deed the Saints oy Servants of the Lord God, ther 
us examine and prove our ſelyes whither they do 
deed belong 40 us ? Are our ſelves ſuch, as 15th 
ſcribed? As we Read thoſe many Precious Promiſes 
gee ſcattered up and down in the Bible, do they 
long untous? Have we an intereſt and ſhare in the 
ch we have according as we obey the ſeveral j 
_—_ and £cep the ſayi gy: whick are contained 
in. ' Order 'my fepr in thy word, that no iniquity 
(3 {ry ore Bomb When we once find our \ 
Life and Converſation ordered according to the 1 
re God's Laps, than we have finiſhed the work 1 
AY es on this Earth to do. 
od knows all things,. and when he ſees that the 
yeral reaſonable Creatures inhabiting on this Earth 
finiſhed the Work which he gave theuv to do 
than he takes them off -again from the Earth. 
according to his own Divine method, Such as 
Death, to Death ; and ſuch as art for Captivity, to Captiv 
aud ſuch as arr for the Sword, to the Sword, Jer. 43. 
Which is not gone tn e as to what kind of Deathe 
one ſhall glorify by, but alſo as tothe ſucceed | 
and after - Nate, ſuch as God knows and ſees to | 
meek to be: partakers of the inheritance of the _ 
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 SESON 
hs 4s tho fach up into- 
*F and ne okgrs fions 
are many 
«p94 TA Al and Servants, 
when we are at home in 
Lord. '. Than only and nevet till the n may tec 
d to be at. home when we come to be ever with the. 
. Man goth t0 his long bome and tha mages Lf 4 
t the fbreets. Sach a io as God ſhall ie, | | 
lie & Re Wordy o who arc 2 
ath, or for Death, will ich "als igned oyer untolt. - 
time God allots to each herian upon this 
n as well and alſo doth aQtually prove 
ther they will be fit for Heaven > Ip a 
they ſhould live out te the of Seventy 
as the Scripture ſaith of Fefabel, Loave ber s 
of ber Fornications and- {he repented nat, L 
t favour be ſhtwed to the wicked and be will not legrn 
wſneſs: in the land of uprig ghrne/ will he deal nj, 
4 mill not bepold the Majeſty of t rd. And x 
2n obſerved by others, that if the ſinner were to ive 
rally , he would ſin eternally. So. it plea; 14424 
4 the other better hand, If the -Gadly Fra 
re longer or eternally, they would ſerve God | 
d eternally. The calc 0 SANs 
ore they come to the knowkedg & goolant 
ard ol be aflexted aright : DR: it n pro 
Py | ule: re Pb £ =_ __ xs. 1 
ath ice by his infallible fore Know e it 
if they ſhould live longer oor 
- years of epuotnge>, pr wor (ni fc 
declining years, or old Age,. whither they h 
a little w © by that ſpace he gives. them for 
ntance, and os as they repent or not, fo wall 
deal, with and Recompence. unto them | 
Il etermty. According to their m__ accor 
pay. . He doth know and prove them by on 
ance 


: 
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mo Ap fo Sam's; Party 
that we know not how' OY rmeGad 
MEIN on, to to prove us and to render unto us for 
he manner. of perſons ought we to be in. 
wir ation  Godlineſs ? How ought: we 
, To ſtand in aw « 
ore the time "ul 


emu 

Dh een ji Dk Ke tho 
ſo from, 5 even tg N 
Wan 1. He 


tor its eh then he hath Finiſhed that _ we 
Hove art him on this Earth for to do, For s 
EI Ga takes none from this Earth >eſa 
he or ſhe 'Hath finiſhed that work which he gave the 
hereon for to do, or he ſces they would finiſh it, orb 
IMe'therein: And accordin ; he doth propartion. | 
his:Judgment and finx) Retribution to. each of the 
my the method, of God 1s. before he proceeds to Rew 
nt with the mhabitants of the Earth, 
oil go. Homn now and ſee mhither they have done altoge 
tording to the cry which is come tome , and if not 7 
rjitey 3en, 18. 21. And fo God will 20 "down into t 
V ally of Fehoſhaphat to meet with and Judge all Natic 
of &very Generation, and ſee whither they have doneXt 
cording to the report of ther doings which came upu h 


þ.. 


A \ 


the- Ears of the Lord God "of Sdbactbo He wiltpaniſh 
World for their Evil and the\W fortherr Iniquity.” - 
1 age Jo my 7 yy Peace toevery Man that 'worketh 
; 20 the Few fo and offs rothe Gemile. | 1 107 
ing; than that theſe things/arefo, that:we:muſt 
all Eternity receiveas we behave--our ſelves 
is ſhort time. And again: knowing notohows 
s'time will bein which God '\milt proveius; What ear- 
| care and diligent endeavour ' thould: this ſtiy 
us to approve ;our ſelves and be reconcaledunto G 
ms {bould not only influence :all of us m the ge! 
every Soul in particular. It 1s. I, andthauy and 
of ye, | calling ye ſeverally; by your "Names that 
ſo nearly concerned un this thing, Suppoſe thy {elf 
be the very perſon, whom God will call outnexttd 
aath'\and Judgment. If thou/wert fare and didR veri- 
thinke that thou wert the+next perſon of - all on 
eighbourbood, and acquaintance whom-God 
ll forth unto Judgment, thou woul{ft be another kind 
Perſon in thy living, even more' Serious and'Holyz 
more-Godlike and Heavenly minded, more . 
zal and Pure in heart, yea'thou wonldt yet more 
1 aw and An yore beg wR_rs —_—_—— de- 
y not to iet- about to up 2a yt things 
dat are vyanting, and to do vvhat as ot leavelt'an- 
one. Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all- diligence 
d, make your calling and ele6tion ſure.” Snch/amvatu- 
ble and 1nfinite good can never be made too ure / of, 
bat ye be not ſlothful but followers. of them who through 
aith and Patience inherit the promiſes. wh 
As it 1svvritten, Let #s ſearch and try our ways, and thr 
pain to the Lord. Even fo let us ſearch and-try- our 
Fags ang examine our ſelyes, vyhither vve haveſeverally 
nuhed that vyork vvhich God gave. us to do. : For ow 


our Salvation | nearer , thin when we Believed. Bat as 
dravy nearer. in time: ſo are 'vve fitter for Heaven? 

\nd have vye.done any 'thing more in finiſhing. that 
Work vyhich God gave us. or this Earth for to'de. Are 
'Ve novy more meet. than wve Vivere ſuch a tune *ſmce 

0 be partakery of the inheritance of the' Saints iv light? 
Are 


T6) 
Are vve become better as yve grovy older? And ag 
*zncreaſe in years, {o do vve accordingly atd agree: 
ovv in” fature tovvards a perfect in Chrift ej 
Ds vve in courſe and ſucceſſion of tume — e 
like and more Chrift-like, and do vve make further pry 
ciency and. further attainments 1n the. Chritian-Lz 
Do vve grovy in grace and knovviedge ? And: 

wve become Wiſer and Better ? Are yve meet for 
ven? And are vve ſure that if God ſhould take aj 
any of us this moment, to have an ettrance and al 
milkon therein ? Let none be too ſelfconceited or confidei,; 
hercin, for the Lord may rejet# ſuch confidences. Ylla. 
(1 Ido- hereby exhort people to uſe the utmoſt meat. 
endeavour and diligence ye may become meet? 
Heaven and never to give over, 'nor yet ſtand (till 
. this fame good vvork. Not as though you had already &. 
tem; or ere already perjedt 'but ye are [till to rel 

toyvards the mark of the high calling of God in Chr 
Feſns. To be (till Travailing and making on 1n the vraifi 
toyvards Sion. Although as it often happens in our jou; 
meying to places vvhich vve vvere never at before, 
way Err and vyvander : But here ſeek out of the Boy 
of the Lord and attend unto what things are oper 
and alledged from thence, and thus enquire and g 
into the Tight. vvay again as ſoon as ever ye cat 
and ſo order the buſineſs that hoyvever ye go abouliſ 7 
or athvvart, yet in proceſs of time ye may an... 
advanced unto the Haven and place vyhere ye would 
« And thus ye may ask and examine your ſelves upon thi 
finiſhing part of your Work. If it is finiſhed and ye al 
ready, expect then that God will call for ye. Now we 
1t be with fear, or contentedneſs of mind if God ſhou 
thee away this very moment into the unknowh,,, 

and mviſible World ? Behold 1 have told you before, & 
poſe novy thou art fimſhingthy courſe, hovy it vvould |! 
with thee, even with thee, if thy courſe was actually fink, 
{hed, and thou wert to Behold Man no more with the i 
habitants of the World ; That is, on this Earth and lh; 
this fate of things. This is the Sum and Requiring Y 
all Religion if we yvyould be fach in the midft of at 
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ſheughont all one Life, as we think and purpdſe we” = 
joald do upon a dying Bed, -of xs we we” 
ad done when we are actually 1n the of the dead, 

57 -we ſhall than be ſenſible and refleRt and Remewy-  - 

Luke 16. 25. All one, yea mach more than wedo'now:” © © 

we we have which entreth into that nithin the wail. as 

we ſhould have continually fitch T and fh ; 


| ts 
1 , which —_———— the rail Uh tem GON 
AIWnd viſible things, ito amongſt ftich, t 

not ſeen. We ſhould ftep forth mmto the oe Word 
AM thought, before we are actually entred therein.mdeed ; 
4 have our Converſation in' Heaven before 2 employ A 


AWimitted there. We ſhould be no otherwiſe e 

bout preſent things, then as we are inan inn ; for then 
War thonghts are taken up Wholly and Principallya-. 

Scat the Place we are ne unto ? i this 
) SFarth is but a through fare, which we are juſt to paſy ' 
trough before we cometo Heaven or Hell. -., | 
TY Again as we apptoach, nearer to the end of our jonr- 
and to the frmiſhing of oor Work, See that ye, walk- 
ircumſpeftly. Yea, with what exaCtneſs and cate ſhould * 

e go through with it, haying continued. t and 
Memembrance of mind, that cach of us Iy. are. 

> glorify God on the , and to finiſh the Work 

mich he gave me to do. The, fame ſhontd be our labonr 
nd endeavour accordingly. " 

This is certain, that Idleneſs , Sloth, or to live in 
Wleafure or ſenſuality (as to.which the inſpired Agotie 
:mly ſaith, The Widow that tiveth int pleaſare, is Dead while. 

| Ob: livecth. Which alſois applicableunto all othet peo- 
"Dle who do ſo, or who are lovers of pleaſures more than 
vers of God) Nor yet to live ſoas to ſnort out our da 
=P \{ay and teſtify again, all this 18 not a glorifying God 
"Pn the Earth, nor yet a finiſhing the Work which he gave 
+5 to do. The reaſon whereot 1s mamiteſt e all 
l "Fs or the like, s for no real and good end or 
EBut God gave us this life, that we ſhould live anto bim 
* Wihbo hath Created us, To underſtand and ſeek after the Loyd 
d ws or God and keep his Commandments, and do good and 
5 *J0 (halt thou dwell in the land, Pſal. 37. 3 To ſerve our 


: Gener &« 


" tion. (as I do this day in Publiſhing theſe and many 
they would receiye them) to be imployed in doing the 
of our Heavenly Father, that whenever he cometh-.a1 

* calleth for.us by Death, he, may findus fo doing. 'B 

fed are thoſe Servants, whom when the Lord cometh he: ſi 

. find ſodoing. Who are fure to be about that Work'whi 
ye them on this Earth for to do and finiſh. 
that they are either finiſhing it, or they have 1t /acts 
figilhed; And than they may make this comfortable re 
when they come to the end of their courſe asthe for 
did, tven Feſus ; who ſhewed us the way and left us an 
ample-that we ſhould follow his ſteps. | I have glorifig 
thee on the Earth, Thave finiſhed the Work which th 
eſt-me to do, Bleſſed are; thoſe Servants of the Le 
God, whom. when he calleth for by Death, he ſhall 
either tobe upon the fimſhing (I mean, whoare trim 

«7 their Lamps, Mat. 25. 7. For the wile Virgins had g 

their Oyl long before) or rather who ſhall then have ac 

tually iſhed the Work which he gave them on 


Earth for to do. 


| Hs a is be that Readeth and: they that hear the words , 


this "Prophecy, - and. keep thoſe things that are mritten ther 
for the time is at hand, Rev. 1. 3: Which may be. underſte 
as to thoſe things alſo, which are truly opened and alledg 
ed from thence. 


Fe God only wiſe be Glory through Feſns Chrift for com 
men. Wo 
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